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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL
LANDS, ESPERANCE.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that a very large
number of inquiries are being made at the
Kalgoorlie Lands Office for agricultural
lands in the Esperance District? 2, What
steps do the Government intend to take to
encourage settlement on these fertile
areas? 3, Will the surveyed blocks, which
have been temporarily reserved in the
mallee belt, he now thrown open for ap-
plication ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes; but inquiry does not nec-
essarily mean business. 2 and 3, The
matter is now under consideration,

QUESTION-EDUCATION
INSPECTORS.

Mr. GRIFFTHS asked the Minister
for Education: 1, How many senior in-
spectors of schools are residing within the
metropolitan and sub-metropolitan area?
2, How many senior inspectors are located
within the Kalgoorlie centre? 3, How
many senior inspectors are located (that
is, residing) in any other centre than
Perth and Kalgoorlie, with names of loca-
lities and senior inspectors? 4, Have the
senior inspectors charge of districts and
junior inspectors? If not, -why not! 5,
Are any of the senior inspectors employed
part of their time in the offices of the de-
partment? If so, what is the nature of
the work that cannot be performed by the

director, the chief ilspector, and the other
officers in the department, but necessi-
tates the retention of so many senior in-
spectors? 6, Are the teachers of the met-
ropolitan schools as highly classified as
those in charge of the small outback
schools in the country and goldflelds ella-
trictst If so, is it necessary for so many
senior inspectors to look after the welfare
of the children residing in the metropoli-
tan areal 7, Will he have a searching in-
quiry made as to the necessity or other-
wise for so many senior inspectors living
and residing in the centre of the metro-
polis, and then consider a system of de-
centralisation of these high educational
facilities 8, Is it a fact that the late
Chief Inspector (Mry. J. P. Walton) for
some years did the major pert of the in-
spection of the schools in and around
Perth and Fremantle with the assistance
of his staff for a few weeks at the end of
the year, as welt as attending to dep art-
mental files (at the office), etc.?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: 1, Three. 2, None. 3, None.
4, Each senior inspector is in charge of a
district, He is not in charge of other in-
spectors. The other inspectors work un-
der the direction of the chief inspector.
5 (a), Yes. (b) Work in connection with
continuation schools, manual and domes-
tic training centres, cadet;, school stock,
the editing of the Circular, and examina-
tions. The great development of the work
of the department in many directions in
recent years renders necessary some de-
centralisation of the administrative work.
6 (a), Yes. (b) The senior inspectors are
naturally engaged in the districts where
the work of the greatest number of highly
qualified teachers has to be judged. It is
on the inspectors' reports that the teach-
ers' classification and promotion depends.
7, The M1inister has carefully inquired
into the matter, and has agreed to a
policy of decentralisation in so far as re-
quiring district inspectors to live in their
districts. Re is convinced that such fur-
tlier decentralisation as is suggested would
not be advantageous. 8, No, not within
recent years. In early days. when the de-
partment's work was very limited, it is
possible that he may have done so.
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SELECT COMMITTEE-WHALING
INDUSTRY.

On motion by Mr. HOL]NIAN, the time
for bringing up the report was extended
by one week.

BILL-NAVAL AN) MILITARY
ABSENTEES RELIEF.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of four amendments, made by

the Council, now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minis-

ter for Mines in charge of the Bill.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It will

be remembered that this Bill, as passed
here, provided that citizens of Western
Australia on active service in the naval
and military forces of His Majesty or
of the Commonwealth whilst absent on
duty should not be subject to any dis-
ability of any law of Western Australia
by reason of their absence. Another
place has amended the measure by, pro-
viding that a citizen of Western Aus-
tralia who happens to be made a prisoner
of war sbaUl also receive the benefits of
this measure. Personally, I am not alto-
gether convinced that there -was any
need for the amendment, because I take
it that a soldier or sailor on active ser-
vice happening to he made a prisoner of

* war would within the meaning of this
clause still be on active service, although
in fact a prisoner of war. However, the
object of the amendments is to make the
intention perfectly clear. Amendments
2. 3 and 4 are consequential on the first
amendment. I move--

That the Council's amendments be
agreed to.
Mr. SITH: I presume that the

clause also covers civilians who may be
made prisoners of wart

Hon. J. MfITCHELL: The clause does
not include civilians.

Question put and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendments agreed to.

Resolution reported. the report ad-
opted, and a MNessage accordingly re-
turned to the Legislative Council.

BILL,-STATE CRILDiIEN ACT
AMVENDMNT.

Second Readling.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[444]: 1 have no objection whatever to
raise to this small amending Bill. A cer-
tain principle is involved in the mea-
sure, inasmuch as under it women are
created justices of the peace so far as
children's courts are concerned. The
children's court is, of course, a tribu-
nal entirely different from ordinary
courts in the general aceeptation of the
term. That difference was intentionally
created -when the Act constituting chil-
dren 's courts was passed in 1007, in
order that neglected or wilful children
might be removed from the precincts of
the police court and of the lock-up. For
that reason children's courts were con-
stituted, and sit in a much less formal
manner than do ordinary courts. The
Act specially provides that members of
a children's court shall not meet in an
ordinary court room, but either in
a magistrate's room or in a pri-
vate room. They simply sit down
and have a talk to the child or
the parent, and decide what is best for
the child. As constituted to-day, the
court consists of a resident magistrate,
or a specially appointed magistrate. I
do not think any special appointment
has been made as yet. To my mind
such appointment would be of benefit,
because there are in the State many men
who have had considerable experience of
children, and who are admirably quali-
fled for this purpose. It is further
provided that if a magistrate is not
available two justices may try the case
and commit the child to the State De-
partment, or inflict certain fines and
punishments set forth in the Act. The
Bill provides that women may sit on the
court instead of ordinary justices. It
goes further, for the real amendment is
contained in the last two lines-(ror
other persons male or female appointed
by the Governor as members of the
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couirt I do not know why it should
read ,"other persons." Why not leave
it to the ordinary justices, and not ap-
point special male persons to be justices
of the children's court only? Then we
have "or female." It is not clear
whether it is intended to appoint two
women instead of t-wo male justices. If
it is only intended that one woman
should sit on the court I have a serious
objection to offer, because it is not the
amendment as explained to us by the
Honorary Minister, who said, in effect,
that the Bill provided for the appoint-
ment of two women to sit in the court.

The Attorney General: It does not
clearly express that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No; it
states "other persons male or female."
I think it should be made clear that it
is intended to appoint two or more wo-
men. I have an objection to the appoint-
ment of one woman alone, because it
will be giving her greater power in the
children's court than the ordinary jus-
tice is invested with. The provision
should be made clear.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[n Committee.
Mr. Holmnan in the Chair; Hon. R. H.

Underwood (Honorary minister) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendmrent of Section 18:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Does the Min-
ister not consider it necessary to amend
the clauset

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I am pre-
pared to accept any improvement. My
object is to provide that women shall be
eligible to sit and adjudicate in the chil-
dren's court. The Bill requires two or
more justices, or two or more other per-
sons.

Hon. J. D. Con nolly: That is the inten-
tionI

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Absolu-
tely. Two women or more can sit. I
desire to obtain power to appoint cer-
tain women to act on childiren's
courts in various parts of the State.

Five or six may be appointed, for they are
not likely to be all available to sit at one
time. I beileve the provision is quite clear
iii the clause as printed.

Mr. Taylor: How many children's
courts are established in the State?

Mr. ROBINSON: The last few words
of the clause should be made a little more
explicit. I move an amendment-

That after "the" in Usne 7 the word
-4ikiidren'" be inserted.

The persons appointed may colloquially
call themselves justices of the peace,
wliereas, under the proposed amendment,
they will be specifically known as mem-
bers of the children's court.

lion. J. D. CONNOLLY: In answer to
the member for Mt. MIargaret (Alr. Tay-
lor) I may say a number of children's
courts have been proclaimed in the State.
It is not really necessary to proclaim
these courts, because it is provided in
the Act that two justices nay sit out-
side the proclaimed area.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I am pre-
pared to accept the amendmrrent. I
think it will1 improve the clause.

Amendment put and passed.
,Mr. SMITH: The clause opens with

"In the absence of a special magistrate
or in places not within the area named in
the Order in Council." I cannot see any
good reason for limiting the appointment
of female justices to courts where there
are no special magistrates, or in areas not
named in the Order-in-Council. Female
justices should be appointed to sit in any
children's court.

Mr. Robinson: They have that power.
Mr. SMITH: The clause limits the juris-

diction of these women to the absence of
a special magistrate or to places not with-
in the prescrihed area.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Sup ply.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement,
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and on the Annual Estimates; Air. Hol-
man in the Chair.

Vote-His Excellency the Governor,
£1, 750:

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [5.01:
Several members have spoken on these
Estimates and put before the Chamber
their views with regard to tbe methods by
which the present financial difficulties of
the State might be overcome, and I must
give every member who has spoken credit
for having given the question some con-
sideration, and of expressing what he
thinks are the best methods for overcm-
ing the difficulities. But I want to say,
also, that I have heard nothing so far sug-
gested which is likely to be of any great
utility to the Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Give ns your
ideas,

Mr. B. J. STUJBBS: I will do so before
I sit down. I -was particularly disap-
pointed with the speeches of the Leader
,of the Opposition (flon. F. Wilson) and
the Leader of the Country Party (M~r.
Jamnes Gardiner). They are gentlemen
'who have had experience in office and
should have been able to put their fingers
on the spot and find out if theme has been
any extravagance, and if there has been,
to point it out to the Chamber. If they
could not do that, they should have
been prepared to use the positions
they occupy to say to the Minis-
try, "We are satisfied that you are carry-
ing on the finances so far as is in your
power in a satisfactory manner; but we
are satisfied that the income is not suffi-
cient to carry out the financial obligations
,of the State, and 'we are willing to assist
you to get more taxation." But those hon.
members have not put forward any suag-
gestions, so far as I have been able to
gather, except for the cutting down of
some odd items here and there. I believe
the leader of the Country Party did point
out something with reference to the stores
at Fremnantle, that the Government should
take care that they do not accumulate en-
ormous stores at Fremantle.

Mr. Bolton. Good advice, too.

Mr. B. J. STUTBBS: Very likely it is
good advice, but it is not the class of ad-

vice which will get us out of our financial
troubles.

Mr. James Qardiner: Let us hear from
you.

MN~r B. J. STUBBS: The member for
Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) also pro-
tested that the cost of administration is
not so satisfactory as it was 12 years ago
when he was in office; and he finds fault
with the Government because he says
there has been extravagance. But he did
not point out where that extravagance
arose. I am satisfied that there has not
beau extravagance, but that the increased
expenditure is due to the advancement of
the State.

Mir. James Gardiner: Your own Govern-
ment is asking for power to stop extra-
v agances.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I think it is an
unfair statement to make that the Gov-
ernmnent admit they have been extrava,-
gant. 1 venture the opinion that the mem-
bers of the Government have spent many
troublesome hours going through these
Estimates and cutting down every unneces-
sary penny of expenditure. They have
proved that by the reductions made in
certain directions. The leader of the Op-
position (Hon. Frank Wilson) criticised
the Government, and said that they have
starved the schools and hospitals. Was
ever such a charge heard f rom the leader
of a responsible party when he is sup-
posed to be criticising the Government

Hon. Flank Wilson:- Why do you not
quote my figures?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The leader of the
Opposition asks why I do not quote his
figures. Probably he will excuse me if I
quote some figures also. Just to show how
unjustified he was in making the state-
ment that the Government had been
guilty of starving the schools and hospi-
tals. The expenditure on the Education
Department for the year 19140-11, the last
year of the bon. gentleman's term of office
as Treasurer-was £202,000; in 1911-12 it
rose to L238,000; in 1912-13 to £276,000;
in 1913-14 to £304,000. Or for the year
he was criticising, as compared with the
last year of his own tern of office, thene
has been an increase of £C102,000. Does
that seem like starving7 I will tell the
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bon. member, if he is not aware of it,2 that
the per capita expenditure on education
in this State is enormously greater than
in any other State of Australasia. Where,
then, is the justification for the charge
that this Government has starred the
schools and hospitals? In New South
Wales the per capita expenditure is
18s. 6d.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are not deal-
ing with my figures.

Mr. B. J. STUBEBS: In Victoria, 16is.
7d.; in Queensland, 19s. Sd.; in South
Australia, 1s. 4d.; Tasmania, 10s. 6d.;
and in Western Australia, 21s. 3d. IF
have pointed out to the House the enorm-
ous increase which this Government under-
took this year, as compared with the last
year of their predecessors' term of office
-an increase of £102,000.

Member: Look at the area!
Mr. Bolton: The area is the same.
Mr. B. .J. STUB3BS: Absolutely the

same area. Has Western Australia ex-
panded in area since the Labour Govern-
met entered into office? If so, that must
be another justification of the Labour
pary- Let us now take the hospitals. The
leader of the Opposition (Hon. Frank
Wilson) made an unfair satement when
he charged this Government with starving
the hospitals. In 1910-11 the rants to
Government hospitals in this State
amouned to £14,000 and some odd pounds;
in 1911-12 it was £18,000; in -1912-13
£20,000; in 1913-14 £22,000; and this
year provision is made on the Estimates
for E23,000. That is for all Government
hospitals. Make the Perth hospital
alone. In 1909-10 the Liberal Govern-
ment made a grant to the Perth hospital
of £13,383. In 1910-11, their last year
in office, when they were endeavouring
to square the finances, and endeavouring
to make the people of the State believe
they were heaven-born financiers, the
Vote was cut down by £1,383, and totalled
only £12,000. If you ask the hon. mem-
her for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor),
who is Chairman of the hoard, and has
been a member of the board for many
years, he will tell you that the Perth hos-
pital is to-day trying to overcome the
difficulties into which they were forced

on that occasion. What was the position
when the present Govern meat came into
power? In their first year the Vote for
the Perth hospital was increased to
£15,170, or £3,170 more than in the last
year of their predecessors' term. For the
next year the Vote was £19,096; last year
it was £19,580; and this year provision
for the sum of £20,000 is made on the
Estimates, Is there any justification
whatever for the hon. member to make
the statement that this Government has
been guilty of starving the schools and
hospitals, when we have such facts as
these before us? The hon. member (Hon.
Frank Wilson) interjected that I was not
quoting his figures. What have his fig-
tires to do with the general expenditure?
All that he endeavoured to point out was
that the Government had not expended
certain insignificant amounts provided in
various small sums. But in the general
cause of education and the general cause
of providing accommodation for the sick
in our State, the present Government have
indeed done far more than was ever done
previously in the history of this State,
and I believe, in the history of any other
State. The leader of the Country party
also found fault with the general run of
the people of the State. He said that
they were all running to the Government
for assistance, and that time had arrived
when a moral tonic should be adminis-
tered. I want to know -which section of
the people it is that he objects to.

M r. James Gardiner: The whole lot of
them.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Is the hon. gen-
tleman opposed to the assistance which
the Government is rendering to the agri-
culturalists?

Mr. James Gardiner: Not at all.
Mr. Thomson: In that they are only

protecting their own assets.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I want the hon.

member to point out to me any section of
the community receiving assistance from
the Government for nothing except in
those directions in which every section of
the community may participate. I want
to know if it is the agriculturalist leaning
on the Government to which he objects.
Is it to the artisans who are being enabled
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to get homes of their homes through the
Workers' Homes Board V Is it our fre
education be objects to?

Mr. James Gardiner: No.
Mr. B. J. STU BBS: Is it the proposed

assistance through the worn-out miners'
fund?

Air. James Gardiner: No.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS:- Well, what on

earth does he object to? Does he object
to the State building railways to open up
the primary industries of the State? Bat
I know very well all that he objects to is
the wage-earner.

Mr. James Gardiner: You have no
right to infer that. I say that I object
to everyone running to the Government.
We have had evidence enough of that in
the discussion on the Estimates.

Mr. B. 3. STUBBS: It is useless the
hon. member saying he objects to every-
one. I have enumerated all those receiv-
ing assistance, and the bon. member can-
not place his finger on one he honestly
objects to.

Mr. Griffiths: Did you object to the as-
sistance to the Goldflelds in the early
days?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I would like the
bon. member (Mr. Griffiths) not to try
to pass on to me the statements made
by his leader. Why did he not ask the
leader of his own party that question? I1
am pointing out how unfair the Leader
of the Country Party has been in making
that statement. In my opinion it is the
duty of the Government in any demo-
cratic country to assist every section of
the people. I have asked the bon. gentle-
man to name those sections to whom as-
sistance is given to which he objects. Is
it the State industries that have been
established here?

Mr. 'Male: Yes.
MAr. B. J. STUBBS:- I know there are

some hon. members on that side of the
House, belonging to both parties, who say
that they object to those industries. But I
want to tell those hon. gentlemen that
those industries have been established
for the purpose of relieving the people
from monopolies. Hon. members may
object as much as they please, but I say
that the system of State industries will

grow and continue to grow and will still
be lIo urishing when hon. members and the
parties to which they belong are sunk into
oblivion.

Mr. Robinson: You will go down on
your State enterprises.

.1r. B. J. STUBBS:- I do not claim
thbat we shall go on for ever and for ever,
or that this party will not some day go
down and that some other party will not
come into office. I1 do not make such an
absurd claim, I say, however, that the
principles for which this party stand will
go on growing and flourishing, even
though they may get a set-hack some time
during their existence, when hon. meat-
hers and the parties to which they belong
will be absolutely forgotten. Hon. mem-
bers can oppose State industries as much
as they like. They may, if they come into
office at some future date--and I think
it will be in the very far future-wipe out
a few of them, but if they do the people
will give them their quietus, and the
position will be restored to what it was
before.

Mr. Green: They will not dare to do
that.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There is another
question which both leaders on the
other side of the House and some
members have dealt with, namely,
the State Savings Bank. Most of
the statements which were made in
reply to those of the Premier were
altogether misleading. I do not say that
hon. members intended, or endeavoured,
to be misleading, hut some of their state-
ments in the face of what the' Premier
hias said, would he misleading to persons
outside the House. They have endeav-
oured to show that the Premier proposed
to hand over our State Savings Bank to
the C'ommonwealth. Nothing, however, is
further front the truth, and hon. members
know it.

Mr. Smith: Tell us the facts.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The facts on the

question are these. The Commonwealth
Government, by the powers vested in
them by the Constitution, decided to es-
tablish a Commonwealth Bank, not only
a Savings 'Bank, bat a Commonwealth
Bank.
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Mir. Taylor: They tried the other first,
but it failed.

Mr. B. J. STfUBBS: The Savings
Bank was included in the very first meas-
ure that was passed. Many members of
the Federal Parliament sitting in oppo-
sition to the Labour party, said that they
ha intended to bring in a Common-
wealth Bank Bill, but had not intended
that it should include a Savings Bank.
The first measure that was passed in-
eluded a Savings Bank. It was pointed
out that it would be useless for the Gov-
ernment to endeavour to bring into op-
eration a banking institution unless they
bad the Savings Bank portion attached
to it.

Mr. Taylor: They brought the other
in first,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : I say they did
not. The whole thing was in the one Act.
They may have established the other por-
tion a few weeks prior to the bank. The
position is this. We have the Federal
Savings Bank established in this Stats.
Last year the withdrawals from our
State Savings Bank exceeded the de-
posits by £43,000.

Mr. Smith: The people had lost confi-
dence in the Government.

Mr. B. Y_ STUJBBS: In the same
period the Federal Savings Bank had
deposits exceeding withdrawals of
£105,000.

Mr. Thomson: For this State?
Afr. B. 3. STUBBS: For this State

alone. '"That does this prove?
Air. Robinson: What were they two

years ago!
Mr. B. J. S'TUBBS: . would further

point out that the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bak are Dot giving as good con-
ditions as the State Savings Bank-not
as good by a long chalk. 'They only pay
interest up to amounts of £300, whilst
the State Bank pays up to E1,000--in
fact I believe they have wiped out the
limit altogether since the Commonwealthy
Bank came into operation. It shows that
though we are giving better conditions
to the depositors, still the Federal Sav-
ings Bank is growing, It shows conclu-
sively that there is a national sentiment
behind the Commonwealth Bank. it

shows that the big masses of the working
people, the peopie who put their money
into Savings Banks, are patronising
the Commonwealth Bank because
they realise that this is the first time
in the history of the world that the
Government of the country in which
they live have made a serious and pro-
per attempt to break down private finan-
cial institutions, and to get control of the
finances for the people.

Mr. James Gardiner: Do you not call
the State Savings Bank a thriving insti-
tution?9

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I say it is an
honest attempt on the part of the Gov-
ernment to obtain proper control of the
finances, and to prevent private financial
institutions and capitalists from holding
them in the hollow of their hands, as
Governments in other parts of the world
have complained of their doing. The
Government are justified in the position
they are taking up, namely, that this
State should come in as a partner, not
only in the Savings Bank, but in the
whole of the Commonwealth banking
business. The platform of the Labour
party, which was drawn up at the Bris-
bane conference, where this matter -was
first discussed, supported the principle
that the States should become part-
ners with the Commonwealth in their
ban king business. Mr. King O'Malley,
that much maligned individual, is
fighting for the proposal in the Fed-
eral Parliament to-day, and it behoves
everybody in the community, who has
the interests of the State at heart, to
stand behind the Government end insist
that the Commonwealth Bank shall ac-
cept them as partners in their banking
business, The State has everything to
gain. They have, as I have pointed out,
not only an opportunity of becoming
partners in the Savings Bank business,
but of becoming partners also in the
Commonwealth Bank. Further, the con-
ditions -were that three-quarters of al
the new business was to be at the dis-
posal of the State Governments, so far
as the Savings Bank was concerned. These
are conditions that we can never hope
to get in the future for our Savings
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Bank. Much as I would like to see the
State Savings Bank progress, I am satis.
fled that the Commonwealth Bank is
going to supersede it in the matter of
business. If we stand aloof, instead of
becoming partners in the bank, and if
we endeavour to fight them and waste
money in so doing with a possibility
of eventually going down and gaining
nothing for the State, we shall stand to
lose a great deal indeed. It is impossible
to fight. They have got facilities that we
can never have again. They have the
post office which -we can never make use
of again. It behoves the State and every
party in the State to stand behind the
Government and endeavour to get a part-
nership in the Federal Savings Bank.

Mr. Smith: On what terms?
Mr. Taylor: That is to say, it is the

duty of the State to accept conditions
which they believe to be unfair, but
must accept them because they cannot re-
fuse to do so.

Mr&. B. J. STUBBS: I object to that
statement; the conditions are not unfair.
If the Federal Government accept us
as partners the conditions are absolutely
fair and just.

Mir. Taylor: 'L'hey force us into it.
Mr. Thomson: They took away what

we had.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: How could they

do that unless the people of the State
were willing?

Mr. Male: You were willing.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Although our con-
ditions are better in Western Australia
the people of the State are undoubtedly
transferring their deposits to the Com-
monwealth Bank, and are taking them
out of our institution, flow can this be
called showing the mailed fist, when our
people are rushing in to accept worse
conditions than they can get from the
State? Those candidates for the Federal
election who went out on the State rights
absurdity were wiped out, whereas those
.who endorsed the policy of a Federal
Bank were returned to power by a sub-
stantial majority.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was a national
policy.

Mr. Smith: Upon what terms do you
propose to transfer the State bank?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Another state-
ment has been made by the leader of
the Opposition. During the course of his
speech he said, "As you go on raising
wages so does the cost of commodities
go up." In speaking the other evening
on the Industries Assistance Bill, the
leader of the Opposition made this
extraordiiiaiy statemefli, "There is
always the same amount of gold in the
world, but it ebbs and flows like the tide."
I want to quote an authority which I think
will be accepted as a greater authority
than the leader of the Opposition-great
as hie is. In the Scientific American of
21st March, 1914, an article appears by
the pen of Mr. John B. C. Kershaw, Fel-
low of the Royal Statistical Society of
London, the title of the article being "The
rise in prices and the increase in the cost
of living." This article deals, first of all,
with the increases which were existing
in 1912, comparing them with those
which were existing in 1900. 1 want to
quote the various countries of the world
to show the leadei of the Opposition how
much the increase in wages is likely to
have influenced that rise in prices. Can-
ada leads the way with 51 per cent.
Canada, I think, is a country which hon.
members admit contains very little in the
way of labour organisations or labour
troubles.

Mr. Green: And where there is very
little State enterprise.

Mx. Smith: Is there a Labour Govern-
ment there?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There is a Con-
servative Government there to-day.

Mr. Munsie: That is why it is so dear.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The figures for

the other countries are-United States
39; Japan, 33; Austria, 35; Belgium, 32;
Germany, 30; Holland, 23; Russia, 21;
Italy, 20; Norway, 19; Australia, 16; New
Zealand, 16; the United Kingdom, 15;
and France, 15. These figures show the
difference between those countries in the
world where Labour Governments have
been in power and where the workers are
organised, and are active in their demands
for a fair wage, and where they have re-
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.ceived a fair increase in their wages; and
those countries where these circumstances
-do not exist. The countries thiat have had
the smallest increases are those where the
labour organisations have been most
prominent.

Mr. Robinson: Do you know any
country in the world where living is
dearer than it is in Western Australia?

Mr. Munsie: Yes.

[Mr. Mllae took the Chair.]

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The writer in the
Scientific American says-

These figures show that the rise in
prices during the last 15 years, has not
only been great but general. It applies
to almost all commodities and all coun-
tries for which we have figures. If
practically all the children in a certain
school were stricken simultaneously
with typhoid fever we should reason-
ably suspect that there was some com-
mon source from which the germ had
come. If the prices of most commodi-
ties rise somewhat simultaneously we
very reasonably, it seems to me, should
attribute this rise to a common factor,
rather than to various isolated causes
relating to the commodities separately
,considered. In other word;, on the
basis of probabilities it is reasonable to
assume that the general rise in prices
is related to some common factor.
Since every price is tied to gold and the
supply of gold has increased during the
last 15 years, we need not then be un-
reasonable in suspecting, if not convict-
ing, that fact of being responsible for
the present high prices. No other com-
mon cause has been suggested.

Later he states-
The increased demand arising from

the growing population of the world
and increase of luxury have no doubt
enormously stimulated the call for food
and commodities of all kinds. At the
same time, the increased output of gold
and the greater use of credit have
tendea to cheapen these in their rela-
tion to commodities, and, therefore, one

has to pay more in gold or silver to ob-
tain the same amount of food than five
or ten years ago.

This gentleman does not say the rise is
due to increased wages. He clearly points
out it is the increased amount of gold and
the greater facilities of credit that are re-
sponsible for this. state of affairs. Is it
not an absolute absurdity that we should
be living under such conditions that, no
matter how plentiful the supply of the
necessaries of life may be, if there is an
increase in the output of gold these neces-
sities of life immediately become dearer?
Hon. members will agree with me that
a condition of things such as that should
not be allowed to exist any longer
than can possibly he helped. I want
to quote the conclusion of this gen-
tleman's article to show what he considers
is necessary for rectifying this absurd
state of affairs. I want to show also that
he does not suggest a reduction of wages
as a method by which it should be brought
about. He is dealing now with an inter-
state conference which has been suggested
to go into the matter. He says-

If the result of its investigations
should indicate that the rise of prices
is chiefly a monetary phenomenon, this
would indicate the importance of a
monetary remedy, such as some plan
for "lstandardisin g" monetary units,
namely, "stabilising"~ the general level
of prices. But whether or not any such
far-reaching remedy can be applied
or even recommended, there are other
and less ambitious remedies in the way
of saving waste which ought to be care-
fully considered. Suich, for instance,
are the conservation of natural resour-
ces: the elimination of uinnecessary
middlemen; the introduction of co-op-
eration where economies can thereby be
effected; improvement of banking sys-
tenms, etcetera.

I will ask hon. members whether there is
one of the items which he suggests
which is not the policy of the party on
this side of the House. Every one of
those items is what we are endeavouring
to accomplish to-day. We are endeavour-
ing to abolish the middleman by establish-
ing State enterprises, and we are en-
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deavonring to bring about a better bank-
ing system through the Commonwealth
Bank, and it is only by such means that
the people will be relieved of the oppres-
sian of those monopolies which are
dominating the world to-day. I want to
say a few words in regard to the in-
creases to the civil servants as obtained
through the appeal board. At the out-
set I admit that the Government are in
a sense in an anomalous position. They
were responsible for the creation of this
appeal board, which to all intents and
purposes is an arbitration court. We as
a party have fought for awards of the
arbitration court to stand without an
appeal to any higher court, and I cannot
for the life of me see how the Govern-
ment in the present instance can do other
than give the increases which have been
awarded by the board. I realise the fact
that glaring anomalies have been created,
hut even though that be so, we have to
give the board credit for giving their
verdicts on the information which was
before them, and I cannot for the life of
me see how the Government can repudi-
ate those findings. With regard to the
instruction which has been issued that no
civil servants who are in receipt of over
£156 per annum shall get any increments
this year, I have heard it whispered that
this is not to apply to all those in receipt
of that sumn. In some of these cases the
officers were appointed at a different
period from others, and they are going
to enjoy the benefits of the increments,
while others drawing the same salaries will
not receive any increments this year- I
hope that the Government will not take
that stand but that if they are going to
draw a line of demarkation at a certain
salary they should adhere to it, irrespec-
tive of the date on which the recipient of
that salary was appointed to his position.
If they are not going to grant any in-
creases then the Government should adhere
to that policy. They -should not give in-
creases to -some and refuse them to
others. All should stand on exactly the
same footing. I am gzrieved at the fact
that the Government have not been able
to see their way to pay the full amount
of municipal and roads board sub-

sidies. I admit that the position
is a very difficult onie, but I am
going to lay the responsibility on hon.
members opposite and the members of
the Country party. If members go
through the Estimates carefully they
must realise, as I said at the beginning,
that there is no chance of altering the
situation unless we are willing to agree
to increased taxation, and it was the duty
of members sitting in Opposition to say
to the Premier, "W1Ae realise the position
and we are willing to assist you in the
introduction of increased taxation." The
Premier endeavoured to do this, but T
am not going to say now that the measure
which was submitted was what should
have been brought in.

Mr. Allen: What about starting with
ourselves?

Mr. Muncie: We are perfectly willing
and will embrace the opportunity.

Mr. Allen: We will give it to Jon1.
[31 r. HUolman resumed the Chair.)

Mr. B. J. STUBB3S: If we bring in a
system of taxation it wilt apply to mem-
bers. here just as it will apply to outside
persons, but it is absolutely unfair for
members to come forward and suggest
that we should bring about retrenchment
in the public service. Hon. members
opposite have suggested retrenchment.
Their desire is to throw someone out of
work.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Certainly not.
Mr. Allen: Nothiiig of the kind.

-Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Members opposite
want to do what the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mfitchell) did a few years ego,
drive them out into the country to starve.
The way to overcome the difficulty is for
hon. members to face it honestly and say,
"We believe that the wealthy section of
the community, many of whom are en-
joying Just as great incomes to-day as
they were doing before the war and the
drought, should pay something additional
towards enabling the State to tide over
the existing state of affairs." Property
owners in the City are not receiving any-
thing less in the way of rents than they
were receiving in normal times, though
we know that in many cases business has
fallen considerably.

1168



[3 FzsauAaY, 1915.] 10

',%r. S. Stubhs: And the rates have
gone up.

Mir. B. J. STUIBBS, I do not know
then on what system the City Council
levies totes, If they increase their rates
as a business falls, then I am sorry in-
deed for the ratepayers. The fact re-
mais that business in many instances
has fallen in Perth, but the owners of
property are receiving the same rents
to-day as they were drawing before the
trouble hegan, and it is only fair that
those people who are deriving incomes
not through any efforts of their own but
simply because they hold something which
the community gives a value to, and the
community increases the value of-those
people should be compelled to pay some-
thing additional to tide the State over its
trying period.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Do you not realise
that you have two millions more than we
had?-

Mr. Munsie: You know that is not
SO.

Hon. J. Mitchell:- It is so and the
figures have been printed by your-
selves.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS:- It is useless pay-
ing attention to the interjeetions of the
member for Northam. I want to make
a few remarks with reference to
some statements made by the mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas)
who endeavoured to point out to
this Chamber what a heaven-born finan-
cier Sir George Turner was when he
took charge of affairs in Victoria dur-
ing the financial trouble in that State.
The member for Bunbury went on to say
that we wanted a strong man here, a man
-who would go in for retrenchment. Such
a man, to my mind, would bring about
privation on the community.

Mr. Thomas: I never said that.
Mir. B. S. STUBBS: That is what the

hon. member meant.
Mkr. Thomas: No-
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If a Tresunrer

attempted to do in this State -what Sir
George Turner did in Victoria, Western
Australia would find itself in a position
from which it would not recover for
many years.

Mr. S. Stubbs: It did nos kill Vic-
toria.

31~r. B. J. STUBBS:- I have as great a
knowledge of Victoria as my friend and
I know also that what Sir George Tur-
ner did in Victoria did not pull that
State out of the trouble it was in. What
assisted Victoria to get out of its diff-
culties was the goldfields of Western
Australia. Thousands would have star-
ved in Victoria if it had not been for the
gold fields of this State. They came
here at that time and if we look up the
money order returns which were pub-
lished monthly in the newspapers, we
will find that an enormous amount of
money was sent from this State through
that channel to Victoria. The amount
which Victoria received was more than
double that which was sent to every
other part of the world, running into
nearly £50,000 a month. It was that
money which tided Victoria over its diffi-
culties and helped it out of the slough
into which it had drifted. The oppor-
tinity of Western Australia benefitting
in a similar manner is not an immediate
prospect. It would be a disgrace to this
State were we to go in for unnecessary
retrenchmient. I have no objection to
anomalies being removed as far as pos-
sible. But we will always have anomalies
in a big service. Now the question I
want to deal with particularly and bhich
I promised the leader of the Opposition
I would refer to is the way in which we
should try to relieve the State at the
present time. There are two methods
which I think we tnight adopt.

Mr. S. Stulbbs: Increased taxation.

Mir. B. J. STUBB-S. I will tall the
bon. member if he will possess his soul
in patience. The hon. gentleman being
a member of the wealthy class is in
terrible dread of taxation. Let me draw
attention to the position of the State in1
regard to its sining fund. I know I will
be met with the argument that we bor-
rowed our money on the understanding
that a sinking fund was to be established.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Labour Gov-
ernment reduced it from one to half per
cent.
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Mir. B. J. STUBBS: The party to
which the hon. member belongs intro-
duced the Bill.

Mr. Thomas: He is not responsible.
Do not take any notice of him,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. mem-
her is absolutely irresponsible when be
wakes statements like that. In 1911-1.2
the deficit was reduced with the aid of
the surplus from the previous year of
£13,299 to £121,110. In that year we paid
into sinking fund £141,580. In 1912-13
our deficit for the year was £190,000, and
at the end of the year it aggregated
£311,000, and we paid into sinking fund
in that year £244,000. In 1913-14 the de-
ficit for the year was £135,000, and the
accumulated deficit at the end of the
year was £46,000, and we paid into
sinking fund that year £250,000. In
the three years we paid into sinking
fund a total of £636,000, and our deficit
for the same period was £446,090. Is it
not absurd that we should be borrowing
money and paying it into a sinking fuand
and then debiting our revenue account
with it?

Hon, J1. Mitchell: Your Labour plat-
form requires that.

Mr. B. J. STUJBBS:- It does not.
Hon. J. Mitchell: It does.
Mr. B. J. STUB3BS: If the hon. mem-

ber attends to his own platform he will
do better.

Mr. Munsie: He does not know his
own platform leave alone ears.

-Mr. B. J. STUJBBS: Some steps
should be taken to remedy this absur-
dity. The contributions to sinking fund
should be an investment of surpluses,
and -when we have a deficit we should
not use borrowed money upon which in-
terest has to be paid, pay it into a sinking
fund, and then debit the revenue ac-
count with it. If we had not had a sink-
ing fund our revenue account would
have shown a surplus.

Mr. Mate: No, you would have spent
it all.

Mr. Nairn: Other Treasurers in
Western Australia have had to pay into
a sinking fund.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I do not deny
that.

Mr. Nairn: Then why do you want to
get out of itI

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The position is
absurd. This is a matter which should
be taken into consideration by the Gov-
ernmient immediately.

Ron. J, Mitchell: Why do not the Gov-
ernment live within their means?

Mr. B. J. STCBB§:. Why does not the
lion, member get some sense V

Mr. Allen: That is not an answer to
a straightforward question.

Air B. J. STUBBS:- I wish to deal
with the question of increased taxation. I
know my friends opposite do not like
any suggestion in that direction.

Mr. Allen: Arc you game to submit to
a reduction of £e100 per annum on your
salary9l It is a straightforward question,
and you will not answer it.

Mir. B. J. STUBBS: I wish to point
out that in this State, land and income
taxes are lower than in any State in Aus-
tralia. If members look up the last page
of the report of the Commnissioner of
Taxation they will find that the people in
this State pay far below those of any
other State in land and income tax.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: Are not we the least
developed of the States?

Mr. Nairn:- Victoria pays a lower rate.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Last year the town

lands, including the metropolitan area.
the goldfields and country towns, of a
total area of 43.604 acres assessed, paid
£20,640, or equivalent to 9s. 5 /d. per
acre. The country lands of this State,
totalling 13,896,000 acres, paid £16,184, or
a fraction over a farthing per acr. If we
take the lands in the metropolitan area
alone, we find that 24,149 acres paid
£17,537, or 14s. O:y 4d. per acre. Country
lands are never sublected to an excessive
valuation.

Ron. J. AMitchell: Are not theyl
Mr. B. J. STUBBS-. No; the enormous

values are placed upon town lands, and
especially lands in the cities,

W. Griffiths: Look at the thousands of
acres of country lands lying idle.

Mr. Smith: In Western Australia they
tax a farmer before he goes into occupa-
tion.
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Mr. B. J. STUBBS:- Thirteen million
acres of country lands paid only £16,000,
or a fraction over a farthing per acre.

Mr. E. B. Johniston: That includes
-pastoral leases

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: These figures
prove that if we increase the land tax
it will not prove oppressive to the agri-
culturist. The men who will pay the
greater portion of any increased taxation
will be the owners of valuable city pro-
perties, and this will prove of enormous
assistance to the settlers on country lands.
If a man puts his land to proper us;, he
wvill never feel the infinitesimal amount of
the tax. The individual who is the curse
of the country and a hardship to the
legitimate settler is the man who holds his
land out of use. He, and not the man
who puts his land to legitimate us;, is
the one who feels the burden of increased
taxation. The Country party ought to
study this question, and if they do they
will find that every writer and student
on the question points out that it is for
the bentefit of settlers on agricultural
lands.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What, to be taxed?
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: IfE members of

the Country party can combat the argu-
ments of political economists, let them
bring their arguments forward. I am
satisfied that the men who oppose taxa-
dion in the interests of the farmers are
those like the member for Northam, men
who own enormous tracts of land and do
not put them to proper and legitimate
use, but hold them in order to derive the
increment which will eventually accrue.
In regard to an increase in the income
tax, those people who to-day are not
suffering any depreciation in their income
should undoubtedly pay a greater amount.

Mr. Allen: Who are they? Only mem-
bers of Parliament.

Mir. B. J. STUBBS: I have pointed out
a number of them to the hon. member,
hut if he cannot follow my arguments I
cannot give him the brains to enable him
to do so. The owners of city property
have not suffered any depreciation of in-
come.

Mr. Milen: Of course they have. You
do not know what you are talking about.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There are hun-
dreds of people in this State whose in-
comes have not been reduced.

Mr. Allen You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Can any member
mention a mining manager in this State
--some of whom drawv enormous incomes
-who has suffered a reduction in conse-
quence of the troubles through which
the State is passing?

Air. S. Stubbs: How do you know they
have not suffered a reduction

Mr. B. J. STUBBS:- I know it for a
fact.

Mr. Male: Dozens of them have.
Mr. B. J. STTJBBS.- If they had done

so, the world -would know of it. There are
men who are willing to wave the patriotic
flag and talk patriotism and suggest what
people should do to assist the Empire, but
those people should do something to as-
sist their own State. Western Australia
is passing through a troublons time, and
even if we are not suffering greatly on
amcount of the ;var, we are suffering
from the effects of the war and drought
combined.

Mr. Allen: What are you prepared to
do

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The cause of the
trouble is beside the question, We are
passing through trying times, and it be-
hoves every section of the community to
bear its share of the burden and do some-
thing to relieve the country at ths Junc-
ture. Those who have wealth should
agree to being taxed in order to tide the
State over this trying period.

Mir. Allen: But you want to start with
yourself.

The Minister for Works: What have
you paid to the relief fund?

Mir. Allen: That is my business.
Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.55]:

We have been told several times since
the opening of Parliament that not carp-
ing criticism but rather constructive edit-
cismu is required, and when the member
for Subiaco (_Mr. B. J. Stubbs) began his
speech I was in hopes that he would
give us something of constructive char-
acter. On this side of the House we
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desire to afford assistance to every section
of the community.

The Minister for Works: We want to
see you do it.

Air. THOMSON: We are prepared to
do it, but we are not at present adminis-
tering the affairs of the country.

Air. O'Logb ion: Are you sorry for thatq
Mfr. THOMNSON: I do not know, We

are able at present only to offer sugges-
tions, and I have one or two to offer.
While I intend to speak more particu-
larly on matters affecting the agricultural
areas, I would like to assure representa-
tives of the mining constituencies that
if any desirable measure to assist the
goldficlds areas comes before the House,
I will give it my strongest support. We
have heard a good deal about economy,
and no doubt owing to the present state
of our finances, economy will have to be
exercised. I know of no better place
where the Government can start than iu
the House of Parliament itself. If so be it
that the civil servants and employees of
the Slate have to submit to reductions of
salary, I maintain that we, as members
of Parliament, should set them an ex-
ample-

MAr. Munsie: We all quite agree with
that.

Mr. THOMSON: Those public ser-
vants would be able to bear their portion
of the burden more cheerfully if they
knew that members of Parliament would
submit to reductions of their salaries in
equal proportion.

Mr. Hudson: Do you suggest they are
not already bearing a burden?

Mr. THOMSON: I am suggesting that
if economies have to he exercised, we
should start on our own salaries. We
should not say to employees of the State,
"Do as we say," but "Do as we do," and
if we adopt this course I am confident
we shall be acting on right lines.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will that solve the diffi-
culty?7

Mr. THOMSON: It will be a step iuk
the right direction. I do not intend to
deal at length with our State business
affairs, but I consider the State butch-
ery--

Mr. McDowall: What would you pro-
pose in the way of a reduction of mem-
bers' salaries?

Mr. THOM.%SON:. Anything up to £50.
Mr. A. A. Wilson:, Would you favour

the War Emergency measuire?

Mr. THOMSON: No. Dealing with
our State trading concerns, I consider
the State butcher shops might reasonably
be dropped by the Government.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: They are paying.
Mr. THOMNSON: They made a profit of

something like £16 10s. on a turnover of
£21,000. This is a point I want to stress.
If the Government are going to establish
butcher shops right through the State so
that the people of the State can receive
the alleged cheaper price I might support
them.

M1r. A. A. Wilson: Where are they
going to get the money from 9

M1r. THOMSON: As far as my district
is concerned, the price of meat has not
been reduced one farthing. I certainly
fail to see why the metropolitan area
shonid bars all the benefits conferred on
themn. The Government should, 1 think,
drop the butcher shops or give the whole
of the State the benefits? As far as State
steamers are concerned, I think, at any
rate, some of them should be dropped. I
am uot saying I am totally opposed to the
State steamers, because where people have
no opportunities of railway facilities and
the State can give the people the facilities
of travelling to and from the metropolis
I am in favour of State steamers. In re-
gard to StLate brickworks, the member for
Hannans made a statement that throughs
the institution of brick works the price of
bricks has been reduced by 5s. per thou-
sand, That is absolutely inaccurate. The
price of bricks in the metropolis is ex-
actly what it was prior to the State brick-
works being established.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: What is the price?
.1r. Munsie: I am prepared to pro-

dluce documentary evidence as to the lpflee
of bricks prior to the announce-
mnent of the establishment of State
brickworks and a fortnight later they were
5s. per thousand dearer,

'r. THOM3SON: I can give the hon.
member documentary evidence as to my
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statement. The Government think that
they can get £6,500 revenue from brick-
works during the remainder of the finan-
cial year. It is absolutely impossible to
do that. The Government are not making
bricks at the present time. In connection
with the implement works, under present
conditions these works cannot be success-
fully run. I know this for a fact, that
implements have been sent from the imple-
ment works at North Freman tie and it has
been four or five weeks after the machi-
nery has left the works before the people
in the country have received the advice
notes. I visited the implement works
recently, and I wanted to know the reason
why that was so, and, judge of my sur-
prise, when I found the clerical portion of
the implement works is carrica out from
Perth. I am going to make a suggestion
as to how the Government might curtail
this expenditure. Statements have heen
made from this side of the House fre-
quently that the Government trading con-
cerns were not paying, and members from
the other side have stated that they are
paying. If the Government are so sure
that their trading concerns are what they
claim them to be, then they should appoint
a Royal Commission to go into the whole
matter and agree to abide by the decision
of that Commission.

M1r. E. B. Johnston: That may be an un-
necessary expenditure.

Mr. THOMSON: Hon. members will
agree with me that that would for ever
silence criticism. Members on the Gov-
ernment side are asking for favourable and
helpfuli criticism.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):- We are not asking for any-
thing-

Mr. THOM1SON: I am showing a way
out of the difficulty. I am showing how
the Government can prove to the people of
the State, if their trading concerns are
what they claim them to be, that the pro-
bable result of an inquiry by a Royal
Commission would mean very effective
economies.

The Minister for Works: Did you ever
know one yet?

Mr. THOMSON: I have not had the
experience the hon. member has had. I

am endeavouring to point out what I con-
sider a possible solution of the difficulty.
I go further, and recognising in the im-
plement and other works that a large
amount of money is involved-, if the Gov-
erinment are in favour, I give another sug-
gestion. They might take into considera-
tion the advisability of carrying on the
works under a trust, thus making them
entirely independent of the Government.
This would be similar to the Fremantle
Harbour Trust.

The.1Minister for Works: Who have you
been talking to down there?

M4. THOMSON: I am giving my own
ideas. I am not having any blame placed
on any civil servant.

The MLinister for Works: It is very
strange that I got the same idea in a letter
a few days ago.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly, great minds
may run in the same groove. It is a sug-
gestion I consider well worthy of consi-
deratioln by the Government. Another
matter I wish to deal with is the rabbit-
proof fence, It is amazing to mne, when I
discover that the interest paid on the fence
is £13,100.

H1on. EL. H. Underwood (Honorary Min-
ister) : It is £18,000.

Mr, THOMSON: Sinking fund is
£3,034, salaries and maintenance, L14,594,
the annual cost to the State being
£30,728. The revenue approximately is
£200. What I want to aim at is, recog-
nisiug the enormous amount of money the
fence is costing the State, and recognising
that we have rabbits in the State, why are
the Government prohibiting the use of rab-
bits commercially. For the eleven imonths
ended November last we imported frozen
rabbits to the number of 250,320 of the
value of £5,536. Under the law at the pre-
sent time, unless permission from the
Minister is obtained, a man is absolutely
prohibited from making use of rabbits
commercially. I should like to inform the
House of two statements which have been
made to me during the recent election
campaign by residents out east of the
rabbit-proof fence. One man made the
statement-I will give his name if nec-
essary-that if the Government would
allow hiin to send the rabbits he can catch
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to market he would be independent of the
Agricultural Bank for assistance. An-
other man made this remark, that if he
was allowed to send away rabbits which
be caught on his holding every week he
would be able to pay his storekeeper's
bill. A sum of £5,536 was paid during
the 11 months of last year, and we are
not allowing rabbits to be made a com-
mercial success in this State. The Gov-
ernment wish to reduce the cost of living.
Here is a chance, And it will also give oar
settlers east a possibility of making a
living. I commend the suggestion to the
earnest consideration of the Government.
I do not advocate that the Government
should do away with the rabbit-proof
fence, but they should make use of the
rabbits commnercially and give those pier-
sons along the rabbit-proof fence An op-
portunity of makingr a tiring and give the
people in the metropolitan area and other
centres. an opportunity of getting a cheap
article of food. I propose to deal with
the railways, and it may possibly be in-
formation to members to know that the
agricultural industry has paid directly
through railway freight 28 per cent. of
the railway revenue.

The Minister for Mines: They have
paid the same proportion for services
rendered as other people of the State.

Mr. THOMSON: I am going to prove
that they hare paid a greater proportion
than they should have done. The figures
are: wool, £12,058; hay, straw, chaff,
£06,403; wheat, £138,607; grain, exclud-
ig wheat, E45,429; potatoes, £11,278;
agricultural machinery, £15,457; dairy
produce, £7,10; fruit and garden pro-
duce, £34,253; fertilisers, £33,830; and I
am including live stock, because these
belong to agricultural and horticultural
industry, £57,813, or a total of £422,234,
which was directly paid by the agricul-
tural and horticultural industry of the
State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What year is that for?
AMIr. THOMSON: For 1913.
Mr. O'Loghlen: This year wild tell a

different tale.
'Mr. THOMSON: The member for

Forrest has made the remark that this
year will tell a different tale, but that

does not go to prove the importance of
the agricultural and horticultural industry
of the State, more particularly to the rail-
ways of the State. I consider that the
people want to be educated to the value
of the agricultural and horticultural in-
dustry of the State.

The Minister for
recognises that.

Mr. THOMSON:
crate it.

lines : Everybody

I am going to reit-

Sitting suspendeod from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: Before tea I was
drawing- the attention of the Committee
to the fact that the agricultural and
horticultural industry had practically
paid 28 per cent, of the revenue earned
by the Railway Department. Now, if this
industry has paid directly 28 per cent.,
how much has it paid indirectly?

Mr. Bolton: About one per cent.
Mr. THOMASON: I am afraid my

friend on the other side is joking. I be-
lieve we can say that indirectly it con-
tributes-

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The lot.

Mr. THOM1SON: Fully another 20 per
tent.

The Minister for Mines:: It is a risky
thing to speculate about the indirect con-
tribution.

Mr. THOMRSON: Then, I will make a
direct assertion, and say that the per-
centage is more than 20.

Mr. Bolton: There are some vacancies
for high positions.

Mr. THOMSON: I come now to the
increased freights which the Railway De-
partment imposed upon the farming com-
munity last year. In the Commissioner's
report it is stated that the increased fares
and freights realised a total of £44,304,
of which amount the agricultural indus-
try contributed 80 per cent. There is
another definite statement. The amount
of the increase is made up as follows:
breeding and train load concessions,
£441; district railway toil, which was ima-
posed only on the 26th January last
year and therefore had been in operation
for only about six months, £14,500; in-
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creased fertiliser freights, £10,589; agri-
cultural machinery increased freights,
£349. As to this last item I propose to
read to the Committee a couple of letters.
From the other side we bear a good deal
about the farming community being
spoon-fed, and getting such a deal of
-consideration from the Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson:; This is the way
they are spoon-feeding the farmer.

Mir. THOMSON: Yes. I wish to
show how the Railway Department are
spoon-feeding the farming community.
Here is a letter T received from one of
my constituents. It is headed "Linger
and Die Farm."

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I thought the letter would be
signed "Pro Bono Publico."

Mr. THOMTSON: No. This is a genuine
case-no "Mlother of Seven." The letter
reads--

I would like to draw your attention
to the following matter. I bought a
10 furrow skim plough from the State
works, which was landed at Guowang-
erup on the 16th December, 1914. The
first payment on that plough would he
£14 10s. for the year. The railway
freight amounted to £-16 18s. 4.-

That is helping the farmer!
which is more than the first year's in-
stalment on the plough. Could you
please explain how it comes to that
amount?
hfr. Bolton:- Did you explain it? What

reply did you send?
Mr. THOMSON: I will give the Rail-

way Department's explanation.
Mr. Bolton: That is what we want to

get at.
Mr. THOMSON: The Railway De-

partment wrote as follows:-
in -reply to yours. of the 21st ultimno

having reference to freight on a 10
furrow cultivator plough forwarded to
you by the State Implement and En-
gineering Works, Rocky Bay, on the
9th ultimo, I beg to inform you that
this machine required the use of a
bogie truck and the freight charges
were raised on a 4-ton minimum in
accordance with the regulations.

The Railway Department have certain
rules and regulations which, apparently,
it is absolutely impossible to disregard.

The charge you paid, £16 18s. 4d., is
correct. I regret I am unable to grant
you. any rebate.

Do hoa, members know the weight of
that plough?9 Its weight is 1 ton 0
hundredweight 3 quarters.

The Minister for Mines: The weight is
not the only thing.

Mr. THOMSON: If that is helping the
farmer, I say, on behalf of the farmners,
"Save us from our friends."

Mr. Bolton: You know that the plough
ws taken by measurement, and not by
weight.

Mr. THOMSON: I am thoroughly well
aware of that, But if the hon. member
means to tell me that for 1 ton 9 hun-
dredweighit 3 quarters £10 l8s. 4d. is
a reasonable charge in respect of an
article of a total value of only £40, I am
prepared to sit down and let the Govern-
ment continue to run the Railway Do-
pnrtment as it is being run at the present
time.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: How many miles
was the plough carriedl'

Mr. THOMSON: It was carried to
Guowangerup. I am not prepared to say
exactly how many miles the distance is.
I am merely drawing attention to one of
the anomalies; in our railway charges. To
lake a plough of the value of £40
a distance of about 250 miles costs
£16 l8s. 4d.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The cost has nothing to do
with it. A jarrah tree would cost you
nothing.

Mr. THOMSON: All I can say is that
this is an anomaly which should be
rectified. Let bon. members consider the
case of an unfortunate farmer buying his
machinery on time payment, and having
to pay on a machine weighing 30 hun-
dredweight railway freight amounting to
more than the first year's instalment on
the machine. Certainly, there is some-
thing wrong. I am prepared to admit
that the railway regulations say that the
plough shall be taken at the miimum
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for tie truck required; hut in a special
case such as this, in the case of trans-
port of agricultural implements, some
discretion and commonsense should be ex-
ercised. Even if the plough requires a
4-ton truck,, why not carry it at its actual
weightI

Mr. Bolton: A, hogie truck is a 12-
ton truck.

31r, THOMSON: Then the hon, mem-
her knows more about a bogie truck
than the Acting Chief Traffic Manager
knows.

Mr. Bolton: No; but I know more than
you do.

M~r. THOMSON: I claim to know just
as much about the railway freighting of
agricultural implements as the bon.
member knows.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Read the Railway Depart-
mcent's letter slowly and carefully.

Mr. THOMSON: I am showing an ab-
solute anomaly, resulting in injustice to
one of our settlers; and then hon. mema-
hers opposite ask me to read the Railway
Department's explanation slowly.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Read it to slow music.

Mr. Bolton: I say a bogie truck was
required to carry that plough, and I say
it was carried on the 4-ton minimum.
See if that is not correct.

Mr. THOMSON: This is the letter of
the Acting Chief Traffic Manager-

I beg to infofin you that this
machine required the use of a bogis
truck and the freight charges were
raised on a 4-ton minimum in accord-
ance with the regulations.
Mr. Bolton: Exactly what I said, and

you disputed it.
Ron. Frank Wilson: No. What you

were disputing was the raising of the
freight charge.

Mr. Bolton: The hon. member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) should with-
draw.

Ml~r. THOMSON: I will withdraw
nothing. I maintain that the Railway
Department or the 'Government ought
not to impose such a charge on an atr-
cultural implement such as this.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
'Minister): What would you charge onl
a steamnship7

Mr. THOMSO'N: If Ministers would
put their steamships on a truck and send
them to Qnowaugerup, it would be a
good place to keep those steamships.
They would certainly not cost the same
amount of money there as they cost on
the water,

Hon. Frank Wilson: It would pay
the Government to pay the freight on
those steamers to Onowangerup.

Mr. THOMISON: I wish to draw the
attention of lion, members to the fact
that of the total amount of the increased
railway freights imposed by the Railway
Department last yea;, the agricultural
and horticultural industries directly paid
SO per cent,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
'Minister): They have had 80 pe cent.
of the use of the railways.

Mr. THOMSON: I will show directly
that the agricultural and horticultural
industries are not getting a fair deal.
Mianunre freights were raised, and that
increase is responsible for £19,588.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): _Then the Rail-way Depart-

ment had a loss of that much last year.
Mr. THOMISON: I1 maintain that the

Railway Department can carry no
article which pays them better than
manure. It would pay the Department
to carry manure at a loss. Possibly that
statement may amuse hon. members op-
posit;, but I can assure them that there
is no article carried on the railways
from which the railways derive a greater
return than that from fertilisers.

The 'Minister for Mines: Fertilisers
give a. return to the farmer as well, and
therefore hie should be in a better posi-
lion to pay.

Mr. THOMSON: I wish to draw a
comparison. What I say, I say with all
due respect to the present Government;
and I intend my remarks to apply to all
Governments, We know that when the
Government proposed to increase the
freight on fertiisers, the settlers wished
to send a deputation to the Premier on
the subject. In my district I -was respon-
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sible for endeavouring to arrange a
deputation to protest against the pro-
posed increases. However, the Premier
refused to receive a deputation.

The Minister for MIines: That was a
belated request-about three months old.

MAr. THOMSON: With all respect to
the Minister for Mines I say it was not
a belated request. Again with all due
respect to members of the present Min-
istry, I maintain that no matter how
sure the Minister may he in his own
mind that a certain course should be
adopted, if the persons affected are de-
sirous of placing their views before him
they have a right to appear before the
Yinister, whoever he may be, and lay
their views before him, and, if they
think ft to do so, raise their voices in
protest against any action of the Gov-
ernment. In this connection I wish to
emphasise that I look upon Ministers
as only the servants of the public.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): The people concerned could
send their protest to the Sunday Times.

Mr. THOMSON: The privilege of
heing received as a deputation was not
allowed to the farming community. I
maintain that the farmers should at least
have been heard.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Certainly.
Mr. THOMNSON: I wish to point out

to hon. memnbers that it is possible for
the Minister inadvertently to get on the
wrong track.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He is always on the
wrong track.

Mr. THOMSO N: It is possible for
the "Minister's responsible advisers to be
advocating the adoption of a certain
course which, however, is not advisable
in the interests of the State, and which
may injuriously affect a certain section
of the community. Then that section of
the community, I claim, has a right to
be heard, and the Minister of the day,
whoever be may be-I am not singling
out the members of the present Ministry
--should allow those aggrieved an op-
portunity of laying their grievances be-
fore him. It is most remarkable that at
this particular juncture the whole farm-
ing community were desirous of waiting

on. the Premier, and were refused that
opportunity. The ton. gentleman-I am
sorry that he is not here-

Hon, R. Hf. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :I will tell him.

Mr. THOMSON;- I will tell him
myself to-morrow, or he will probably
read this in the newspapers. I em not
saying this in any spirit of carping
criticism--

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : It is helpful criticism.

Mr. THOMISON: Yes, it is helpful
criticism; and I hope the Minister will
profit by it.

Hon. Frank Wilson- He cannot profit
by anything.

Mr. THOM SON: I wish to point out
that at this juncture the representatives
of the coal mining industry having a
grievance were received by the Min-
ister, I wish to know why one
part icular section of the community
was allowed to lay its grievances be-
fore the Minister whilst another set-
tion was denied that opportunity.
Any section of the community desir-
ous of expressing their views to the Min-
ister should be received by the Minister.
Surely it is only common justice that
people should be able to place their
views before the Premier. It is gener-
ally admitted that the railways are sup-
posed to belong to the people. In may
opinion the termina[ charge of Is. per
ton on our district rail ways, which was
re-imposed by the Government, is not
a fair charge. A farmer living three
or four miles along a spur line has to
pay Is. a ton, notwithstanding that if he
were 30 miles out from the main line the
charge would be the same.

The Minister for Mines: That policy
was initiated by your party.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We abolished it
and you reinstated it.

The 'Minister for M.%ines: The late
Minister for Lands (Hon. J. 'Mitchell)
said it was of no value.

Mr. THOMSON: And it is the only
occasion on which you hare accepted his
dictum. However, let us consider the
case of a farmer with 500 aeres of wheat
yielding an average of 12 bushel;, which
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represents a dead weight of 160 tons.
Such a farmer living on a spur line, only
five miles out from the miain line, is
£C8 worse off than his more fortunate
competitor living on the main line.
Againi, consider the ease of a man who is
desirous of sending produce along the
Kojonup line, and has to pay on every
ton of goods so sent Is., whether it is
hauled 10 miles or 50 miles; and be-
cause it crosses the main line and en-
ters the Nyabing line, he is charged an-
other Is. a ton.

'.%r. Bolton -If be is required to pay
two terminal charges that is a genuine
complaint.

Mr. THOMSON: He should not be
required to pay one terminal charge. The
railways belong to the people, and a man
living on a spur line has as much right
to full privileges as the man living on the
main line. He pays for the services he
gets. Why, then, should he pay Is. a
ton more than the man who is on the
main line?

Hon. R1. 11. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Because the line is not pay-
ing.

Mr. Willmott: He is penalised for his
pluck in going out there.

Mr. THOMSON: Let me read the
Commissioner's report in reference to
this. It is as follows:-

It must also he borne in mind that
the statement is prepared as if each
separate district railway -was a sep-
arate entity, as no satisfactory method
of crediting such lines with the pro-
portion of the revenue which they add
to the main line traffic receipts has
yet been discovered, So far as re-
stilts go therefore they must he regar-
ded as approximate.

The Commissioner admits that these
railways are showing a loss, but he de-
clares that it is only approximate. The
Commissioner will not tell us what they
are losing. Why then should these people
pay Is. more than those on the main
line7 The report continues-

And the benefits. derived from open-
ing enormous areas of country to
settlement for agriculture or for ex-

ploitation of mineral or timber can-
not be properly overlooked.

Now, here is a letter from one of my
constituents at Onowangerup, showing
what the Railway Department charge
the people living on these spur lines
and what conveniences are furnished-

Although this district has some
thousands of sheep, we have only a
few portable hurdles for trucking
sheep, which have to be hauled on a
separate truck up and down our spur
line to any siding where stock have
to be railed. A yard consists of sixn
hurdles, not even lamb-proof, a heavy
clumsy race. The farmer has to un-
load these hurdles (construct a yard
far too small to hold a number
of sheep) and afterwards take down
and load again on to the truck. Stock
railed here to catch North Fremantle
yard on Wednesday would have to be
trueked on Friday before, or actually
five days on the road;- the alternative is a
long drive by road to the Great
Southern.

There is one of the great conveniences.
our people have on these spur lines, and
for which they pay is. a ton more. Not
even a sheep yard!1 Let me point out
another anomaly and show how it is af-
fecting those on the spur lines. A small
truck of sheep sent from 9yabing to
Perth would cost in freight 6s. 4d. more
than the same truck would cost on the
main line. If members on that side can
convince me that these are fair and
reasonable charges, I am prepared to sit
down, but I am confident that they wvill
recognise that these are unjust charges.

The Minister for Mines: When we
have no more anomalies we will have the
milleniuxn.

Mr. THOMSON: The people at Mn-
radup on the Kojonup line have endeav-
oured to get from the Commissioner a
pair of scales on which to weigh their
produce. The request has been turned
down with the explanation, "We cannot
afford it." This, notwithstanding that
it is estimated that this season's pro-
duce to be sent away from the siding
will aggregate 750 tons. It is for this
lack of conveniences. that the settlers
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living on the spur lines have to pay Is.
per ton more than those on the main
line; they have no check on the weights
which they send forward, but have to
take what the Railway Department and
the people at this end like to send along.
They are at the morey of the Railway
Department and those who buy here.

The Minister for Mines: They would
have to accept the Railway Department's
weights in any case.

Mr. THOMSON: But the Railway De-
partment makes mistakes.

The Minister for Mines: But never ad-
mnits it.

Mr. THOMSON: No, or very seldom.
Still, there are times when they are com-
pelled to admit it. Why cannot these
people have a weighing machine, seeing
that it is only a matter of some L10 at
the outside? All along the main line
weighing machines are to be found on
practically every station. Why then
should not these people on the spur lines
have the same benefits? These are some
of the grievances -we in the country have
to complain of. We consider that it is
unjust for the Railway Department to
charge the agricultural industry 80 per
cent, of the increased freights, and we
also say emphatically that the Is. per ton
terminal charge which the Railway De-
partment is imposing along these spur
lines is not only unjust, but an iniqwsy.
The railways belong to the people7 and
there should not be preferential treat-
ment. I propose to offer a suggestion
by which the Railway Department tan
get a considerable increase in revenue
from a branch at present showing a dir-
ect loss. In his report for 1913, the
Commissioner makes the following state-
ment-

The net results of the passenger ser-
vice show, therefore, a loss of is. per
train mile in the cost of working alone.

On every train mile of passenger service,
according to the report, we are losing is:.
in working expenses alone, and if we
calculate the interest charge of Is. 9V2d.
we find that, practically speaking, on
every train mile of passenger service run
we are losing 2s. D1 d. Again, just note
how much better catered for are the

people in the densely populated centres
than are these in the country. Supposing
I wish to travel on the Great Southern
line a distance of 12 miles, say from
Katanning to Broomehill, a second class
return ticket would cost me is. ld. If
I want to travel from Fremantle to Perth,
or from Perth to Bellevue, which is also
12 miles, I can do so for Is. 2d., and on
three days a week I tan travel for l0d.
I want to know why certain sections of
the community have this preferential
treatment. It is always stated that by
bringing everything under Government
control every man will have an equal
oportunity and equal treatment. I want
to ask whether this is equal treatment
on our State-owned railways, that a man
in the country travelling 12 miles has to
pay Is. ld., while another man in the
metropolitan area has to pay only is. 2d.
Then you have to consider the difference
in the services they have respectively.
In our district, a man desiring to travel
from Katanning to Broowehill has to
catch a train at 2.30 in the morning. It
is not everyone who has a vehicle, a horse,
a sulky, or even a motor car, consequently
they have to take the train.

Member: They might walk.

Mr. THOMSON: Some of themn might
walk, probably it would he quicker if
they did so. It certainly would be quicker
than in the instance I will now give. A
man catches his train at 2.30 in the morn-
ing and travels the distance to the next
town, and has to remain in that town until
li.30 at night, and for that he has to pay
9d. more than the people living in the
metropolitan area. Again, quoting from
the Commissioner's report. He says--

In the case of the suburban traffic
the difficulty is that full loads for comn-
plete train journeys are out of the
question, with the consequence that thQ
receipts derived from the very low fares
paid by those who fill the train for a
small portion of its run are not suffi-
cient to cover the cost of the complete
run to its terminus.

That means that a suburban train leaves
its terminus crowded, and loses the
greater portion of its load before it has
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completed one-third of its journey. The
Premier was good enough to let me have
the return I asked for, and it may be
news to members to know that in the miet-
ropolitan area the number of passengers
travelling within the inner suburban area
last year was 13,280,380, and in the outer
suburban area, 103,677. 1 have not
touched the goldfields suburban traffic.
Going back again to the Commissioner's
report. He says that the train loses the
greater portion of its load before complet-
ing the journey. If we divide the number
of passengers-iS3 millions-by three, it
will give us this result:- that we have
4,426,703 passengers practically who
travel the full 12 miles. I am working it
on this basis to show what the department
is losing, and how much more the country
people have to pay than those living in a
wore favoured area. If those living in the
metropolitan area who travel on our rail-
ways paid exactly the same railway fare
as those living in the country have to pay
for travelling a similar distance, the rail-
ways would have bean better off by
£166,042. At a time when revenue is re-
qaired, why does the Railway Depart-
ment pick out the agricultural industry
and make it pay 80 per cent, of the in-
creased charges when it is admitted in
the Commissioner's own report that for
every passenger train mile the depart-
ment is losing Is., plus is. Od. sinking
fund. I want also to point out that of
the £44,304 'which the Railway Depart-
ment raised last year, the agricultural in-
dustry paid £35,468. 1 maintain that in
the metropolitan area, that is the outer
suburban area, and also the goldfields
suburban area, a sum equal to from
£980,000 to £100,000 can easily be got
from increased fares. We in the country
are quite prepared to bear our share of
[lhe burden, to pay just charges, but we
object to being singled out to pay 80 per
cent. of increased freights. I hope Mlin-
isters will "read, mark, learn, and inward-
ly digest." They are looking for revenue,
and T am giving them suggestions where
they can get revenue.

The Minister for Works: Place it on
the other fellow, so long as you do not
place it on me.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want to
place it on the other fellow. I want you,
if you are not prepared to raise the sub-
urban railway rates, to at least let the
people in the country have the same rates
as obtain here.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mtinister). It is in the country that we
are losing money.

Mr. THOMSON: No, not according
to the Commissioner's report, and hie
ought to know. Here is your officer, to
whom you are paving £2,000 a year, and
in his report he says that it is in the sub-
urban area, that you are losing it. I con-
sider the Government made a mistake
when they did away with port to port
rates, I feel confident that the Railway
Department, between Perth and Albany,
since those charges have been done away
with, have lost on an average between
£2,000 and £3,000 a year. If any good
had been obtained from the abolition of
those charges, I would agree with it, but
what has been the action of the Govern-
ment? They have simply forced that
traffic into the hands of the shipping com-
panics. It would pay the Government to
carry goods at port to port rates, because
as I have said, otherwise you are simply
driving traffic into other hands.

The MAinister for Works: What ships
take goods for Alban y?

Mr. THOMSON: The M~elbourne
Shipping Co. and other inter-State boats.

The Minister for Works: They will
not take cargo.

Mr. THOMSON: Let me tell the Min-
ister for Works that I know they will and
do take cargo. I have had material
brought from Perth and Fremnantle sent
round by boat, and thence by rail from
Albany to Katanning. While the Rail-
way Department refuses to recognise this
insofar as goods are concerned, they are
recognising it in regard to passengers.
Those 'who live on the main line and those
living in Albany have the privilege of
travelling to Perth at a 30s. excursion
rate. A passenger joining the train at
Ratanning also has to pay 30s., but if one
is unfortunate enough to live at Kojonup
it will cost him 33s. 8d. This is a reply
I received when I raised this point-
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As regards excursion fares, Rojonup
enjoys all the facilities afforded to all
other branch line stations.

"Given all the facilities," I want to em-
phasise that. 'Why should those living on
the branch lines have to pay more than
those living on the main line?

Holiday excursion tickets are issued
generally at Christmas and other times
and during summer months. Excur-
sion tickets are issued to Albany,
Perth, and Fremantle on Fridays and
Saturdays,

I want to emphasise this portion also-
Special cheap excursion tickets are

issued from main line stations to, Perth
and Fremantle in competition with
the boat, and cannot be applied to the
branch line stations.

The Railway Department recognises that
they have got boat competition so far as
passenger traffic is concerned, and they
cater for it by issuing these cheap fares.
Why not reinstate the port to port
rates'! They are a source of revenue
from which the Railway Department
might get an increased income. May I
make the suggestion that the Railway
Department should consider the question
of instituting country excursions. These
are in existence in the Eastern States,
where at certain periods of the year th e
farming community have an oppor-
tunity of travelling to the metropolis at
cheap rates. It is well worth the con-
sideration of the Railway Department
to inaugurate what is called in New
South Wales a farmers' excursion. With
reference to education, I commend the
Government for their education policy.
I recognise that the advantages of edu-
cation render our citizens capable of as-
piring to the highest positions in the
land. But I want to draw attention to
the manner in which the metropolitan
areas are treated in this connection, as
compared with the way in which the
country districts are served. In the
metropolitan area we have the univer-
sity, the technical school, the Modemn
school-

The Minister for Works: They are
open to every child in the State.

Mr. THOMSON: I am aware that
the Government are endeavouring to
impart agricultural knowledge at the
Chapman, Narrogin, Brunswick, and
elsewhere. I would suggest to the Gov-
ernment that they should adopt the
Queensland method, and send the know-
ledge out to the children in the agricul-
tural areas. You may establish your ex-
perimental farm, your technical col-
leges, so far as agricultural is concerned
in the various centres, but not every
farmer is in a position to send his son
to those schools, My suggestion is that
we should adopt the system in Queens-
land, where they send the knowledge to
the children in the schools. They should
be instructed in the theory of agricul-
ture, and also by practical demnonsta-
tions. We have to admit that 75 per
cent, of the people who have gone on
the land in this State are not farmers
at all. They have gone on there and
gained their knowledge. Let us give the
rising generation an opportunity of get-
ting some practical and theoretical
knowledge, For instance, the children at
school could be taught how; to analyse
the soils. We have in the House a num-
ber of bon. members representing agri-
cultural interests, I venture to say that
if we asked them what quantity of man-
ure should be put on the soil, and what
quantity of seed should be used, we
should get different replies from all of
them. If the children are taught in these
agricultural areas-and if there are
those who are desirous of having that
knowledge imparted to themi-how to
analyse the soils, they will prohably he
able to effect a considerable saving to
the State in the future. As a matter of
fact, most of our farmers, I am sorry to
say a good many of them, are practic-
ally putting in their manures by guess
work.

The Attorney General: Would you
have every teacher an agricultural ex-
pertV

Mr, THOMSON : I commend the
Minister for what he has done in the
cause of education; be has certainly done
good work in that respect. I am not in
any way saying that he should stop any
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of the movements he has initiated. I
believe in education and in knowledge
being imparted to the young. I do want
those children in our sparsely popu-
lated centres to have the same advan-
tages, as those children who are living
mn the more settled portions of the State,
namely the metropolitan areas, and other
large centres. I would like the depart-
ment to appoint a special man for this
work; a man who baa practical know-
ledge combined with theoretical knowr
ledge, and who will visit these various
schools. . To-day we have visiting the
various schools a techuical master who
goes along and sees the work that is
being done at the schools. If only he was
able to go to those schools once a fort-
night or even once a week, the knowledge
that could be imparted to those children
by him would be invaluable to the State
at a future period. I suggest that in
our sparsely settled districts, we should
adopt the system which is in vogue in
Queensland -where they have travelling
teachers. There axe places in that State
where 'they cannot get the children to-
gethe;, and 17 teachers travelled 55,320
miles in house to house visits imparting
knowledge to the children. I consider
that-

Mr. Bolton: Additional expenditure.
Mr. THOMSON: Not necessarily ad-

ditional expenditure. I would sooner see
some of the trading concerns wiped
out-

Hon. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Take away expenditure from
the North-West and give it to Katan-
mung.

Mr. THOMSON: Than that our cl-
dren should be denied the opportunity
of obtaining the knowledge that they
should receive. This country is just as
responsible for the children who are out
in the back-blocks as they are for those
who live in the metropolitan area.

Mr. MeDowall: Surely this country is
doing enough in the cause of education.

'Mr. THOM1SON: Is it not recogn~ised
that those children who are 15, 16 or 20
mniles from a school, and who have been
taken out into those distant areas by

their parents, should have some oppor-
tunity of receiving education?

Hon. ft. H. Underwood (Honorary
Mtinister) : Is there any coun~ry in the
world which has more educational facili-
ties than this country?

Mr. THOMSON: Even those chil-
dren who are in the back-blocks are en-
titled to some consideration, just as
those who are living in more central
localities.

Eon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister):- How would you do it?

Member: An absurd statement.
The Attorney General: You must run

crams for those, I suppose.
Mr. THOMSON: I wish that hon.

members would not attempt to be facet-
ious, but would look at these matters in
a serious light. It is a very serious mat-
ter for those who have children and live
in the outskirts of civilisation,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): No people in the world are
treated in a better way in the matter of
education than the people of Western
Australia.

The Attorney General: It costs £C7,000
a year to carry the children to school.

Mr. THOMSON: Admitted that it
costs the department £7,000 to cart the
children to the schools, still there are
children situated in portions of the State
-where it is absolutely impossible for
them to travel. What is it going to cost
the department even if they do put on
a half dozen teachers or even 17 teachers
as they have done in Queensland? Surely
the children of the settlers are entitled
to have the same privileges of education
as those -who are living in the metro-
politan area.

The Attorney General: Even then
they would have to travel,

Mr. THOMSON: I am not speaking
without some positive knowledge on the
question. I say that in Queensland this
practice exists to-day.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : It is an absurdity.

Mr. THOMSON: If it is good enough
for Queensland it is worth the considera-
tion of the Education Department of
this State.
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The Attorney General: Queensland
is not doing as much as we are.

Mr. THOMSON: This is one of the
things that we could copy from Queens-
land.

The Attorney General: I do not know
that there would be any particular ad-
vantage in that system over the system
adopted here.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 maintain, with all
due respect to the Attorney General, that
it would be an advantage to the State to
adopt that system here. It would save
the children from travelling long dis-
tances, and it would be a great advant-
ago to have travelling teachers to impart
knowledge to them from house to house,
That is really the only additional expense
that I have suggested should be incurred
by the governmnent. I leave it to their
favourable consideration.

The Attorney General: If we could get
the necessary number of children in any
centre we would build a school for them
and fix a schoolmaster there.

Mr. THOMSON: if the Minister was
to have travelling teachers, as I have
suggested, in the scattered districts, it
would be an enormous benefit to the peo-
ple living there. The Education Depart-
ment has gone a long way towards meet-
ing them already, but they should go, in
my opinion, a little further by adopting
the system. that I have just brought for-
ward.

The Attorney General: Tell me mn
what way.

Mr. THOMSON: I have shown the
Government how they could obtain more
revenue from the Railways by bringing
uip the freights and charges to the level
of those which have to be paid by per-
sons living in country districts. Every-
thing is being done for the metropolitan
area. The metropolitan area, I may say,
is now feeling the effects of the drought
which the country is suffering from to-
day. It has been brought home to me very
forcibly that those living in the metro-
polithn area are very much dependent
upon those living in the country. The
bon. member for Gascoyne (Mfr. A. Gil-
rcbrist) remarked, when he was speaking,
that I wish to -raise the royalty on

opossum skins. That is not my intention
at all. I wish to reduce it. I consider
that for any Government to charge a
royalty of 3s. or 40 per cent. on
skins-

The Minister for Works: How long
ba that been going on?

Mr. THOMSON: I am only dealing
with it as it is at the present time. I
suggest that the Government should con-
sider an ad valorem royalty. I go so fax
as to say that I think the royalty on
skins is, almost an imposition.

Hon. R?. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Why not advocate the aboli-
tion of it altogether?

Mr. THOMSON: I would even go as
far as to do that. If the Government are
determined to extract a royalty from
those employed in getting sins, I think
it is only common justice to them-to
men who leave the comforts of the town
to go out and trap those animals--that
they should not pay to the Government
40 per cent, on the skins they have the
good fortune to get. I leave that matter
to the consideration of the Government.
I consider that if they charged an ad
valorem ro-yalty they would be in a very
secure position. As the skins rise in
value, so of course the royalty obtained,
by the Government increases. I am
going to make another suggestion. The
Government are looking for revenue. We
have heard a good deal about taxing a
man who has wealth. Of course I con-
sider that the man who has -wealth should
paLy his just proportion; each one should
pay his proportion no matter what sta-
tion in life he may occupy. I consider
that even though the Government are
looking for means of raising revenue, they
should not impose direct taxation,' but
that they should rather tax, what I may
call, superflities. I am not going to say
that people should not bave any amuse-
ment but I commend to the notice of the
Government, the question of taxing our
amusements. Such a tax could be very
easily collected. The whole of the tax--

Mr. MeDowall: I do not suppose we
have heard of this before.

Mr. THO'MSON: I certainly have not
given it to the House before.
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Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
M1inister): Are you going to tax every-
body else?

Mr. THOMNSON: I wvant to tax the
whole community fairly and justly.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): With the exception of Xatan-
ning.

Mr. THOMSON: Katanning has paid
its fair share, and pays uip promptly.

Mr. Bolton : You do not like the
Emergency Tax.

Mr. THOMON: I must confess I do
not like it personally. I think the Gov-
ernment could get an enormous amount
of revenue from a tax on amusements.

The Minister tfor IMines: A few thou-
sands a year.

Air. THOMSON: Even supposing the
Government only get a few thousand a
yea;, it would help to reduce the deficit.
It will go a little of the -way towards that
end, at all events.

Mr. Mfullany: It will not help to pay
for what you have already advocated on
the other side.

Mr, THOMSON: I commend the pro-
position to the Government. The member
for Leonora (Mr. Foley) spoke about
the totalisators. I consider that the Gov-
ernment should look into this question.
I am not a racing man myself, and I
know nothing about it. I do think that
a tax on amusements could very easily be
imposed and it would not be an infliction
on the people?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot deal with taxation during this de-
hate. We are now dealing with adminis-
tration, and not with legislation. T have
given the hon. member a Jot of latitude.

Mr, THOM-SON: I am sorry I cannot
enlarge upon this subject.

The Minister for MNines: We are sorry
because y.,ou are floundering.

Mr. Allen: If Wve had you on a hook
we would get a good flounder.

Mr. THOM1SON: I know what I am
talking about. The hon. member for
Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs), when deal-
ing -with the State Savings Bank, stated
that the people were patronising the Coin-
monwealtb Bank from a national point
of view and because they had a national

spirit. I maintain that that statement
was not correct, and that the reason the
Commonwealth Bank have been getting
more depositors than the State Savings
Bank is that it is due to a force
of habit on the part of the com-
munity. People from time imme-
memorial have been going to the
Post Office to ledge their deposits and
that, of course, is where the Common-
wealth Bank have a certain amount of
pull over us. We have an excellent op-
l)ortunity of doing something with our
State schools children's bank, and I think
that this is going to form the nucleus
of our future depositors. I think we
should endeavour to keep our State Sav-
ings Bank to ourselves. It may be that
I shall be termed a State's Righter, but,
nevertheless, I say it belheves the people
of Western Australia to stick to every
right they have, for onice they lose a
right it is gone for ever.

The Minister for Works: I believe in
sticking to what pays best.

Mr. THOMSON: We should have
-what really belongs to us. The Common-
wealth Government in endeavouring to
take away our State Savings Bank have
done something which it was never in-
tended they should do. It has been a
source of revenue, and has been a great
help to the present and past Govern-
maents, and will be a help in the future.
If we had not the State Savings Bank,
at times the Goverinment would have been
in a very peculiar position. I hope the
Government wilt consider the fewv sugges-
tions I have made. I think some of them
are worthy of consideration, more par-
ticularly these affecting the railways. I
do hope they will rectify many of the
glaring anomalies which exist to-day.
One anomaly in particular is that a man
has had to pay £ 16 l8s. 4d. freight on
a plough which only weighs 30 cwt. It is
tune that something should be done in a
matter of this sort. I hope they will
remedy that. Does the Minister for
Mines approve of such a charge as this
being made

The Mfini,;ter for Works: That charge
has not been put on by this Government
but has been in existence for years.
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Mr. Allen; And you continuled it.
Air. THOMSON: The Minister for

Mines has just made a definite statement,
an d 1 am going to disprove it by a letter
which I have in. my hands, it was writ-
ten to me by a man last -March (1914).
Hle got the same sized plough from the
Agricultural Implement, Works and it
cost him £8 2s. 2d., proving conclusively
that this very rate was imposed under
the present Minister for Mlines' own ad-
ministration of the Railway Department.

The Minister for Mines: The rate un-
der that class of machinery ,has not been
increased.

11r. THOMSON: It has heu increased.
Will the M1inister accept the statement
muade by the Commissioner for Railways
when lie tells us in his own report that
agricultural machinery produced £849.
The Minister for Mines cannot get behind
that statement. The rates on agricultural
machinery have been increased, and I
defy the Minister for Mines to prove to
the contrary. I hope these anomalies will
be rectified and that every portion of the
community will be taxed dn a fair and
just basis, and that those who are living
in the country and a long way from the
comforts of life -will not be made to suffer
so many disadvantages. Rather should
the Government level uip if necessary
and place all on the same footing.

Mr. s. STrUBBS (WVagin) [8.83]:
Seven months of the financial year have
passed, and we have before us a statement
of ie estimated receipts and expenditure.
To me as a business man, having had
20 years' training in this State, there
seems to be a screw loose somewhere in
the administration of affairs. The defic-
iency has been growing at an enormous
rate until it has reached the sum, of over
a million pounds sterling, and it is still
increasing at tihe rate of £3,000 a day-
There must be an end to this. Even the
Bank of England could not go on losing
£3.000 a day for a considerable period-
I have no desire, nor have I any intention
of adversely criticising the Government
in connection with this big deficiency be-
cause circumstances over which they have
no control are responsible for a certain
proportion of the difficulty. But the Pre-

[42]

mier when bringing in his statement of
receipts and expenditure did not make it
clear to the Committee that he was en-
deavouring to find out where the screw-
were loose in the administration of the
affairs of the State, and he did not give
me, at any rate, to Understand that lie
"'as going to make any investigation.

The Minister for Works-' Some of youi
would howl at any rate if works were
stopped.

Mr. S. STUBBS: If the Minister for
Works will pay attention to me 1 shall
be prepared to listen to him afterwards.
R~e should, as Minister controlling a big
depart ment, put an cud to many of the
anomalies that exist under his control.

The Minister for Works: Consisting of
saying "No" to a lot of requests that are
made.

Mir. S. STUBBS: The Minister conL-
trols a department in which I can prove
to the satisfaction of myself and to his
satisfaction, if he will only listen to
reason, there are scores of inspectors em-
ployed in connection with the sewerage
scheme where one-half could do the
work just as efficiently.

The Minister for Works: 1 have noth-
ing to do with the sewerage.

M1r. S. STfUBBS: Then I throw the
blame on the late Minister for Works.
I am not going to stand here and say
tlint everybody should be taxed except
myself. I am going to make a suggestion,'
and I hope it will be accepted, that mem-
bers should start with their own salaries,
or indeed that a start should be made by
the Premier and his Ministers, if the
Government were prepared to do that no
fair-minded man in the State would object
to make some sacrifice.

Hon. it. H1. Undervood (Hlonorary
Minister) : Pass the emergency tax; thac
will catch us all.

Mr. S. STUBBS: The Honorary 'Min-
ister will not disturb me with his inter-
jections. The loss by the State of
£3,000 a day is not in any way conducive
to good government, and it behoves Min-
isters to do their utmost to prevent this
drift. There has been no attempt made,
so far, to stop it.
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Air. Bolton: The Government are
building unnecessary railways.

Mr. S. STUYBBS: The lion. member
makes a lot of insane interjections, but
he has never given anything to this
House that will be of any benefit to the
country in any shape or form.

Mr. Bolton: It hurts you.
Mr. S. ST EBBS: The railways in the

district I represent have paid their way
and will continue to do so.

Mr. Bolton: Some of them are abso-
lutely unjustified.

Mr. _MeDowall:- What about the Wagin-
Bowelling which shows a loss of £4,000.

Mr. S. STUTBBS: These interjections
from lion. members are on a par with
everything else that they say. They in-
vite us to state how we are to reduce the
deficit, and then when we attempt to give
them advice across the floor of the House
they reply with absurd interjections which
show that they have no knowledge of tlt..
subject on which they are making their
remarks. The State is being run in a
maniner which will not help to pull us
roond the corner, andi I maintain that
from the Ministers downward we in this
House should make a commencement by
takingy 10 per cent. at least off our sal-
aries. There is not the slig-htest acorn
that we cannot continue to pay £4 15s.
per head for the upkeep of the civil ser-
vice. I say unhesitatingly that the cost
of administration is growing to such an
extent that the public will he up in arms
against muemhers of Parliament who sit
quietly and watch this growing expendi-
ture on the civil service. I do not say
that we have not a really first class civil
service. We hare many officers who do
their best in the administration of the
affairs of their departments. There are
several departments that I have come into
close touch with in the course of my
business. One is the Agricultural Bank
which is manned by a staff which can be
said to be second to none. There are also
capable officials in other departments, but
we hare far too many civil servants. 'Why
do not Ministers make inquiries to ascer-
tain whether it is not possible to transfer
some of them. The Premier interjected
the other day that he was hedged round

by all sorts of obstacles when lie wanted
to do anything in connection with the
service, and he wanted the House to give
him the necessary power. I replied that
the Hoiwe would (10 its duty and give him
all the power hie wanted. That is one of
the reasons why I am now defendinig my
action, becaulse several pleople conniected
with the service have twitted me with hay-
in~g a set on the service of the State. I
have nothing of the kind. I hare a duty
to perform in my capacity as a member
of Parliament and that is to endeavour to
help in the conduct of the affairs of the
State on lines that any private individual
would adopt. If a private individual
were to follow the lines adopted b ' the
present Government he would soon find
himself iii the insolvency court. Two
good harvests wvill not bring us round the
corner unless drastic action is taken to
prevent the drift which is going onl daily.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Would two good har-
vests bring yon back the money you have
advanced?

Mr. S, STUBBRS: No, hut I, could stop
the drift in my business if it were there.

'.%r. O'Loglilen: Give us a few specific
instances of the drift.

Mr. S. STUBBS : 1 am not on the
Treasury benlChes. The hon. members op-
posite are there. I am not in the position
to offer Suggestions; 1 am11 nlot inl Posses-
slon of the information which Ministers
have. The Minislers are paid to do their
duty and I consider they should endea-
v-our to balance the ledger. They are not
making any effort in that direction so far
as I can see.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And you are a Liberal
Labour member.

Mr. S. STUBBS: The member for
Forrest as USUal has an insulting remark
to make. I throw that beck in his teeth.
I have been a Liberal member alt my life,
hut I have always tried to be fair to the
present Government, mid I cannot help
saying that since they have been in charge
of the affairs of the State they have run
the country to the bad to the tune of over
a million pounds. Under the Liberal Ad-
ministration nothing of the kind hap-
pened. There are too many State eater-
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prises and that is the real reason of our
position to-day.

iMr. O'Loghlen: What is the total
amount expended onl them now?

Mr. S. STUBBS: We have never been
able to get thle information as to how
miany of these State affairs are losing
propositions. They are oil botched up in)
such a way that they cannot be criticised.'

Air. MeDowall: Do not make such ex-
traordinary statements.

Air. Allen: You do not like it.
Mr. S. STUBBS: The deficiency is

over a million and there is no attempt
being made to stop the drift.

Mir, Hudson: It is wore than that in
Victoria.

3Mr. S. STUBBS: I repeat that for a
population of 300,000 we are over-admin-
istered and we have far too many civil
servants, and the sooner the Government
wake uip to that fact the better. I am not
in favour of wholesale retrenchment, but
thle service, as well as members of Parlia-
rnt, should be prepared to put their
hands in their pockets and say, "We wvill
help the State."

Air. Meflowalt: If the war emergency
tax bad passed we all should have paid.

Mr. Allen: How much would you have
paid?

Mir. S. STUBUS: The member for
Subiaco (Mfr. B. J. Stubbs) said earlier
in the evening that large property owners
in Perth had not reduced their rents and
they were now in the same position finan-
cially as they were before the war. The
hon. member does not know what he is
talking about. Nineteen out of every 20
business men in this State could prove to
the satisfaction of any fair-minded man
that their revenues have decreased enor-
mously since the beginning of the war.
I am more in touch with the business
people of this State than the member for
Subiaco, or the member for Coolgardie.
The war emergency tax would not have
brought in anything like-

The OflAAI AN: I have already
drawn attention to the fact that hon.
members mnust not discuss in Commit-
tee of Supply matters involving legisla-
tion.

Mr. S. STUBBS: No member on tile
Government side can truthfully say that
the affairs of this State are in a sound
financial condition.

Mr. Thomas: What do you suggest
to get theta out of their present condi-
ti on?'1

Mir. S. STUBBS: The member for
tunbury made a long speech in which he

practically charged his chief with not
looking after the finances as he ought to
have done, and I wondered why he had
not made himself conversant with the
operations of thle Ministry who repre-
sent the psrty to which he belongs.

Mr. Thomas: Where was I wrong?
Mr. S. STUBBS:- I do not know where

the leakages are occurring in the vani-
otis departments. If we were supplied
wvith proper figures, 1 as a business man
wvould be able to put my finger on the

wveak spot and show where things were
wrong.

Mr. Thomas interjected.
Mr. S. STUBBS: In spite of the hion,

mnember's interjections I will not be one
to sit quietly) in this house and allowv
the State to drift on to the rocks as is
happening at present without raising
my voice in protest. If we continue for
another 12 months as we are going- along
now we shall have a deficit not of one
million but of two millions. The affairs
of this State, as conducted by thle pre-
sent Government. are not in the best in-
terests of the country. I was returned
by the electors

Mr. Thomas: By the Labour party.
You never would have been here but for
the Labour party and now you are turn-
ing round on them.

Mr. S. STUBBS: The Labour party
were defeated by three to one. Mly con-
stituency is a Liberal constituency. Not
only the present Government but pre-
vious Administrations have gone in too
much for centralisation. This is a po-
li ,v which should be diseonragred as
muchel as possible and a vigorous (level-

-nmetital polic 'y in the country should be
undertaken. T desire to see the gold-
fields boom again as they boomed 10 or
12 years ago. The great South-West
requires the expenditure of a large
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amount of money to develop the
wonderful tracts of land which are
suitable for the growing of cereals
and for dairying puirposes. Not-
withistanding the drought, and the
unfortunate position of the Government
regarding laud rents and Agricultural
Bank arrears through circumstances
over which the farmers have no control,
there are still plenty of developmental
works in thie wheat belt which might
well be undertaken by the Government
and which would pay handsomely. The
member for North-East Fremantle by in-
terjection referred to rotten railways such
as the Wagin-Bowelling and the Wagin-
Kukerin lines. When the possibilitie3
of the fine tracts of agricultural land
which these lines traverse become
known, this land which the hon. mem-
ber and others have to-night, to their
discredit, been decrying will be recog-
nised as being second to none in West
Australia. Is it fair to theo country or
to the lenders of the money that mem-
bers of Parliament should make such
rash assertionsi

Air. Carpenter: He said there were
too many of these railways.

Mr- S. STU3BBS: He distinctly said
one of the lines in my district was not
warranted and that its construction
should be stopped. Is that a fair inter-
jection from a member supporting the
Government who introduced the Bill and
voted for it! I feel stare that next year
we ,hall experience a return of good sea-
sons. Land which has been idle for the
last two years in a great portion of the
wheat belt is in good trim owing to the
recent rains. The far-mers are workins,
on it night and day to get it into con-
dition and I feel hopeful that it will
carry a record crop next season. The
outlook in the agricultural areas is in-
deed bright. I wish to convince mem-
bers of the Government of the neces-
sRity for retrenchment in the outgoinigs
of the Treasury; I do not mean retrench-
ment by the sacking of men. Each and
every unit of the civil service must in
time of war hear his share of the taxa-
tion necessary' to straighten out the fi-
nances. The member for Katanning

(Mr. Thomson) referred to the manage-
menit of our railways. The management
of our railways at present is far from
satisfactory. The runnfing of trains on
[lhe fireat Southern line during the last
few mionths does not reflect any credit
on thiose responsible for the timntables.
Thle lhon. nienher also pointed out that
the farming eomnutnity had been great-
1ly penalised as a result of thme increased
rates of freight, and the Minister for
MAines who until recently controlled the
railways interjected that the freights
had not been advanced in his time. I
would like to ejitote a letter which
reached me yesterday dealing with the
experience of a farmer at Dumbleyung.
He ordered a 10-disc plough from the
State Implement Works and after re-
ceiving it wrote the following letter to
the manager:-

Your invoice to band to-day for 10-
disc cultivator, and I understood from
your agent that freight would be no
more than £5, so as I sce you have it
£613 14s. 8d. I must say that it is more
than I can pay, and although I have
taken delivery and started to work it, I
will draw it back to Nippering and con-
sign it back before T pay anything like
such freight. Myself and my brothers
have had big ploughs sent from Perth
and the freight has never been more
than a little over £3, and I ask you to
kindly let me kniow what you have to
say. This invoice has been a long time
comning 'and 1 am sorry I did not get it
sooner. I was going to enclose a cheque
for freight and first payment hut at
this price I will not, as the freight is
out of the question and if it costs any-
thing like that, we farmers will have
to st op or go to Perth and get ours
there.

The manager forwarded the following-
letter to the Railway Department :

T shall be glad if you will cause in-
quiry to be made into the question of
freight on agricultural implements from
these works, as almost daily we are re-
ceiving complaints from clients as to
the extortionate amount they have to
pay for transport. As an instance, Mr.

----.Ipprig, was sent a 10-
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disc cultivator for which he was called
upon to pay £C13 14s. 8d. He bad taken
delivery of it and started it to work
before he knew what it was going to
cost, and informs us that he cannot
pay the amount and will have to recon-
sign it back to us for us to pay the
freight. He advises that he and his
brother have had big and little ploughs
sent to them from Perth and hie has
never had to pay more than £C3. It is
necessary for these implements (in or-
der that we should send them intact)
to he consigned in 'IQ" trucks. Your
early attention to this matter is re-
qulested as wve may be called upon to
meet the circumstances arising out of
the charge threatened by Mr.-

Surely there is something wrong wvhen
farmers are penalised to this extent. It
is all very wvell for members to sneer-
ingly say that farmers consider themselves
to be the only pebbles on the beach. The
farmers do not claim to be such.

The Minister for AMines: It is perfectly
sickening to listen to the wretched whine
on their behalf by mnembers on your side
mionth after month:

Mr. S. STUBBS:- I arn not one who has
heen whining. The farmers can hold up
their end of the stick as well as any other
section of thie community.

The 'Minister for Mines: Then why this
eternal whine?9

Hon. J. Mitchell: 'Why do you penalise
Ihem so?

The Minister for M11ines: There are no
rarmers onl the face of the earth who are
getting such assistance from the Govern-
ment as those in Western Australia, aind
this is the kind of whine we get in re-
turn.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Nonsense!
The 'Minister for V'%ines: The spirit of

the farmers who built up Australia is not
among them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr, S. STUBBS: The State Implement

Works are situated at Fremantle and all
the clerical work, even that of the pre-
paration of the railway freight notes, is
dlone in Perth. The man in question bad
been working the plough for some days
before he received an invoice for the

freight. Would any private firm of
machinery merchants carry onl business
like that?9 There is surely something
wrong when the clerks are located in
Perth and the works are situated at Fre-
manitle.

MNr. Foley: The invoice would have
been of no use to the farmer to eultivalo
his land. Surely it was better to send
the plough out first.

.Mr. S. STUBBS: That is no answer to
my point, which is that the man respon-
siie for sending away the implement
shonld have been in a position to post
to the consignee the invoice at any rare.
Does the member for Leon ora know any-
thing about the system of working the
railways when a truck containing a
plough reaches its destination 9

Air. Foley: They generally empty it.
Mr. S. STUJBBS. The Railway De-

partment generally empty a claim for
a lot of demurrage over the man -who
has the plough consigned to him. He
may not know it is there, It may be a
week before he receives notification that
the plough has left Perth.

Mr. Foley: That does not apply in this
case.

Mr. S. STUBBS. No;- because, fortu-
nately, the consignee came into the town
find was told by a friend that the plough
had arrived. My point is that we have
not a good system in connection with the
works at Fremantle, If the implement
works was conducted on sound business
lines, there is no reason whatever why it
should not pay: but I am confident the
works under existing conditions is not
paying. There is no member on the Goy-
erment side of the House who can prove
to my satisfaction that the farming in-
dustry, so far as the Government are con-
cerned, is being treated on lines which
would be adoptcd by private firms or pri-
vate individuals.

Mr. Foley: But you do not wish to say
that railway rates have been raised since
1he Labour party came into otfice?

Vr. S. STUB7BS: I do say it; I have
said it; I can prove it.

Mr. Foley: Prove it, then.
Mr. S. STUI3BS: Let the hon. member

read the Commissioner's report. I notice
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I lie rates of freight have been raised on
more than one line. The member for Leo-
nora (1-r. Foley) will probably agree
with me that-

The Minister for Mines. The rates will
be raised more yet, and you will get less
yet, if the present Government remain in
power.

Hon. J. Mitchell: That is a pretty
threat.

'Yr. S. STUBBS: All I can say is that
1 think the Government wvill be working
on wrong lines if they penalise the agri-
cultural industry unduly. If the farmer
gets a 4-ton truck of manure, that manure
produces an enormous return Jinl the shape
of extra wheat, which 'vould not be grown
but for that manure. Who, I ask, gets the
benefit of that extra wheat? The Railway
IDepartment get the benefit in the shape
of freight. The Railway Department ob-
lain enormous traffic thanks to the carry-
ing of manure.

Mr. Foley: Did not private fertiliser
factories raise their prices as soon as thie
railway rates were raised by the Govern-
ment? Did the farmers object to that in-
crease of price by the private factories?
No. They paid the increased prices.

The CHAIRIIAN: Order!
Mr. S. STU BBS: Will the member for

Leonora dispute the Report of the Conm-
rnissioner of Railways on the running of
the railways? The Commissioner dis-
tincetly stales that he has received £8,408
additional revenue during the lat nine
mronthis from increases in the agricultural
machinery rates, Will that satisfy the
hon. member! Here it is in the report,
in black and white. I say, also, that the
present Government -and, indeed, any
Government-recognise the value of the
farming community to the State, and
carry fertiliser as well as other lines re-
quired by the farmer at cheap rates in
order that the State may get the benefit
of the increased growth of produce re-
sulting from the use of artificial manures
and of modern machinery. Therefore, I
think it would be a mistake to c!ontinue
the high rates for fertiliser and
machinery. In my opinion, those
high rates have a tendency to re-
strict the qupnitity of grain which

will be grown in years to come.
rrhose are the points which I desire to
emphasise, and I am sure members of
the Committee will realise that it is an
error on the part of the Government to
continne to charge higher rates for the
carriage of machinery and fertiliser. As
I said before, seven months of the year
have gone1 but it is not too late for the
Government to look around and see whe-
ther they cannot reduce the exlpenditure
of the State.
*The Minister for Mines: Ask some of

your farmer people to pay up; that would
be one way.

Hon). J. Mitchell: Let the Government
pay up.

Mr. S. STUBBS: If the Minister would
only take the trouble to inquire into the
conduct of some of thie State enterprises,
hie would find that large sums of money
have been expended iii wages and that the
Stale has not been getting 20s. in the
pound value for those wages. I am quite
certain we have too many departments,
too many inspectors, and so on.

MIr. Foley: Is that the reason why the
farmer does not pay up?

Mr. S. STUBBS: Hon. members op-
posite are casting arrows and darts at the
fanner, For s~ome reason or other, they
hare the farmer set.

Mr. Green: We have supported the
farmers for years.

Mr. Hudson: It is the tripe you are
giving us we object to.

Mr S. STUBBS: I am not in the habit
of using tripe, like the hon. member who
interjected. That hon, member is niot a
gentleman, anyhow.

The CHAIRM1AN: Order!
M1r. Hudson: I rise to a point of order.

You heard, Sir, what thle hon. member
said, thatMe hon. memaber interjectiug
was not a gentleman.

The CHAIRMAN: What was the in-
terjection?

mr. S. STUBES: In withdrawing the
remark objected to, which I will do At
once, may I ask, is the bon. member in
order in referring to a statement which
1 can prove up to the hilt, as tripe! He
would not do it outside, anyhow.
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The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Dundas (Mr. Hudson) will withdraw the
word. I do not think it is in keeping
with parliamentary decorum.

Mr. Hudson: It is not perhaps a very
polite expression.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
should withdraw absolutely.

Air. Hudson: I can withdraw, and then
make an explanation.

The CHAIRMAN: No.
Mr, Hudson: I withdraw.
Mr. S. STUBBS: Is it any wonder that

the man in the street refers to members
of Parliament in the manner which is
common? It is stated outside that poli-
ties have been dragged into the gutter
during the last few years, in a manner
which, I agree. is not creditable to any
Australian Parliament.

The CHAIR121AN: The bon. member
is not in order in reflecting upon any
member of this Committee. The hon.
member must withdraw his stntement.

Mr. S. STUBBS! 1 withdraw, but the
interjections from the other-

The CHAIRMNAN: The hon. member
mnust not reflect on an interjector. If
the hon. member objects to interjections,
let him appeal to mne, and I will stop
the interjections altogether.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Very well, sir. I
have tried to lprove that the State is
not being managed financially in the man-
ner in which it should be, especially
under existing conditions. I have been
asked to try to give some indication as
to where economies may be effected. Mtem-
bers on this side of the House, however,
are not in the same position as members
on the other side are in this respect, and
especially Ministers of the Crown, who
are in touch with the various depart-
mnents. The Treasurer himself knows
every month how much each department
is spending, and it is for the Govern-
ment of the day to effect economics. Are
M1inisters going to- allow the Stale to
drift onl in the present fashion? I should
be wanting in my duty as the member
for Wagin if I did not call attention to
the matter. I have done that; I have
done my duty; I have tried to convince
the members of this Committee that

economies should be effected, from Par-
liament downwards; and I am prepared,
if the Committee wvill accept a motion td
that effect from me, to propose that mem-
bers of Parliament start to-night by re-
ducing- their own salaries, from Ministers
downwards. I have nothing more to say,
except that I hope this year will be a
brighter one for all of us, and that the
next budget also will he a much brighter
one.

Hou. N. F. TRIOY (Mlount Magnet)
[9.9]: It is not often that I have the
opportunity of taking part in the de-
hates in this Chamber; but so much corn-
nent has been excited by the remarks of
some hion. members, that I am tempted
in view of the importance of thie
discussion to join in the debate.
WVhat to-night chiefly concerns the
winds of bon, members, and also
the minds of the greater portion of
the people of this country-I do not say,
the minds of all the people of this cona-
try, because I think a fair proportion
of the people of the country have little
concern) for affairs of State-is the con-
dition of the finances; since we have t
present in this State-we must admit it
-the largest deficit ever known in the
history of Western Australia.

Mr. Taylor: It is still growing.

Ron. Al. F. TROT: Yes; it is still
growing. There must be some reason
for it. Now various reasons, with which
I personally do not agree, have been
assigned by lion, members. The oppo-
nents of the Government, naturally, attri-
bute the deficit to the trading concerns.
I have heard hon. members say,
"Abolish the trading concerns, get
rid of the trading concerns, and then
the deficit will disappearT." Several bon,
members, apparently, hold that view; but
I do not think these hon. members can
have looked carefully into the matter,
because all tile trading concerns of which
they complain-they do not complain of
the railIways--s Licht as the State steamk-
ships, the saw mills, the ferries, th tram-
ways, and one or two other public utili-
ties, have not absorbed nearly sufficient,
capital to cover the deficit with which
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the State is now burdened. Bearing in
mind thle amount of capital which has
gone into these trading concern;, and the
fact that the Government can realise on
uch of the plant and stock, we must re-

cognise that the trading concerns cannot
by any wanner of means be responsible
fox the whole of the deficit as it exists to-
day, but that there must be some other
cause. I feel competent to say that bon.
members generally are just as anxious to
bring about the disappearance of the
deficit as I am myself, it may be argued
that the losses on some of the trading
concerns have augmented the deficit; but
the strongest reason for the existence of
a deficit in Western Australia is to be
found in the fact that during the last
three or four years we have been labour-
ing under abnormally bad seasons. No-
body canl deny that; it is an absolute
fact; and to blind ourselves to that fact
would not be fair. Now, I have taken the
o1)portunity to secure figure;, with other
data, showing just how far the trading
concerns have made losses. With respect
to the rerth trains-which undoubhtedly
represent a trading concern, and one pur-
chased by the present Government-that
business is showing a very handsome pro-
fit. I do not think there is one member
of this Chamber prepared to ask the
Government to sell the Perth trains. So
far as the meat stalls are concerned
-and the meat stalls represent one
of the contentious propositions--they
have shown a profit of £866 during
the last two years. Again, the milk
supply has shown a profit. The
ferries have shown a substantial profit;
and the State hotels have shown a profit,
which, f think, nobody doubts. The
State saw mills have shown a profit;,
and the agricultural implement works,
of which I have heard people speak as
showing a loss, cannot be judged at this
stage of its existence, because the
machinery produced is not sold for cash,
hut is sold on three-years' terms.

Mr. Allen: But you can assess your
profits; you need not wait three years
to know how you stand.

Ron. M1. F. TROY:- I have been slur-
pnsed to find hon. members, net of this

Chamber hut of another Chamber, when
speaking in the country on the loss shown
by the agricultural machinery proposi-
tion, including in that loss the capital ex-
pended in the erection of buildings and
in the purchase of appliances and plant
generally. We alt know that thle Govern-
mnent sell the agicultural machinery they
maiiufac-ture on three years' terms, and
that therefore the agricultural implement
works cannot be expected, after one
year's operations, when it has received
payment for only one-third of the value
of (lie machinery produced by it, to show
a proft on the sale of that machinery.
It would be utterly impossible for the
works to do that, and therefore it is not
fair criticism when a member of Parlia-
ment or any other person tells the people
that the State machinery undertaking is
not a payable proposition because it fails
to show a profit onl its first year's work-
ing. I have also gone into the figures of
somue of time concerns which show a loss;
and some of the tosses on trading con-
cerns which 1 may mention are the Kal-
goorlie ahattoirs, on which there is for
the last financial year a loss of £C1,015,
and the Albany cold stores-a proposi-
tion not created by the present Govern-
ment hut by a Liberal Administration,
or at any r-ate initiated by a Liberal Ad-
ministration, and operating solely for
the benefit of the farmer-which show a
loss of £1,985. Again, the Government
refrigerating works, which exists for the
convenience of the farming community,
shows, for the same period, a loss of
£1,257. Apart from these losses, the
only State enterprise of any magnitude
showing a loss is the State Steamship
Service, which for the last financial year
showed a deficiency of £22,000, and this
year is expected to show a deficiency of
£17,000. I wrant to speak particularly) to
members representing the agricultural in-
dustry. If they will set thle loss onl the

sprrailway lines last year against the
loss on the trading concerns they will
find that the loss on agricultural rail-
ways alone far exceeded the loss on
all the State industries put together.
I am not speaking from hearsay;
I have the facts from the Under
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Treasurer, and they are conredt. One
hon. member stated that as soon as
any of those trading concerns-there
are only a few of them7 trading
under very bad conditions--showed a loss
it should be closed down. If we are to
judge of the :alue of anl industry to the
State by its success or failure during the
past three or four years, the industry
that has failed most, and which therefore
mostly deserves, to be closed down, is the
agricultural industry and all pertaining
to it. Let me state in passing that every
penny I earn and can secure is being put
into the agricultural industry, so I speak
with some knowledge of it. 1 may say
ny own agricultural proposition, like the
majority, of similar propositions in this
State, is not paying to-day; not because
the best has not been put into it, but
because thle seasons have been against us.
Therefore I say if we are to judge of
thle value of an industry to the State by
its succee;s or failure during the past
three or four years. the industry which
has been the greatest burden on the
State. a veritable old man of thle sea
round the Sgtate'sr neck, is the agricultural
industrv.

Mr. Thomson: The other industries
have not been affected by tbe drought?

Hon. Xf F. TROY: Yes, I am coming
to another. 4,0t us sac what thie agricul-
tural industry o'ves to the State. The
agriculturists owe the Agricultural Bank
alone, in deferred payments alone,
£70.000.

Mr. Willmott: Whqat have they brought
into the State?

Hlon. Ui. F. TROY: What has the
State brought into them? The State has
been maintaining them for the last three
or four years, The great bulk of nur
legislation this year has been for tile
purpose of utilising the State's money
to further assist the farmers. I have
often heard of the value of tile in-
dustry to the State; but during the past
three of four years it has not been a
question of the value of the industry to
the State, but of the value of the State
to the industry' . I am not blaming hon.
members or those they represent. It is
not due to any conditions over which they

have control, but to sheer bad luck. If
the farmers had ha'Z1 good seasons they
would not be owing anything.

11r, Allen: The seasons here have been
no worse than those in the other States.

Mr. Taylor: Providen& is against us.
H-ou. Ul. F. TROY: I am not in the

confidence of Providence.
Mr. Allen: Then you are not related

to the Kaiser.
H1on. if. F. TROY: If the agricultur-

ists could pay their debts to the State the
State would receive nearly £-350,000. Yet
this year again we have provided in a
Bill for the expenditure of an additional
£750,000 for- the assistance of the farmers.
I have always been a supporter of the
State trading concerns, and I believe in
them, but T ask hon. members to look
into these matters more fairly, when they
must realise that our condition to-day is
due to circumstances over which we have
but little control. It will then be seen
that the failure of the agricultural in-
dustry is the cause of the burden under
which the State is labouring to-day.
Apart from that there are still other
disabilities. Other industries have been
affected by the present conditions. Take
the pastoral industry, of which I can
speak with some authority, representing
is I do one of the oldest pastoral dis-
tricts in the State. During the past four
years the squatters in my electorate, and
I am speaking of all south from the
Murehison up to Pilbara, have ex-
perienced the worst seasons known
in the history of the State. lit
is estimated that during the last
four years wve have lost through
droughIt one million sheep ; and there
has been no natural increase. Take
these conditions, and the fact that the
pastoralists have been suffering, as the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Gilehrist)
pointed out the other night; men who.
a few years ago, were among the wealth-
iest in the State are now asking the State
to come to their relief in the paymeut of
interest onl their rabbit-proof fences.
It will be seen that the industry has had
a detrimental influence on the State's
finances and on the operations of
the State steamers. For if the people

e9
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of the North-West are in financial diffi-
culties And losing money, and stock is
decreasing, there cannot be the traffic on
Ihese steamers which there would have
been under more favourable conditions.
Just as the railways have shown a loss
because of the bad seasons the steamers
will show a loss in consequence of drought
in the Norirh-West. Of all the industries
in Western Australia that which has, after
all, suffered least from the adverse cons-
ditions, and which has maintained its
position against all the influences affect-
ing other industries, is that of maining,
w hich to-day is the only self-contained
industry in the State. During the past
three years there has been less money ex-
pended on the mining industry in com-
parison with other industries than at any
other time in its history. We have asked
for less. In my own constituency I have
asked for less, and 1 have deprecated the
roads boards, in my electorate going to
the Government for grants. I have
pointed out that the conditions, although
not good there, are even worse in other
parts of the State, particularly in the
agricultural districts, and I have urged
that we must hell) them in time of need.
I have had many an argument in my own
electorate about the reduction of Glovern-
ment subsidies to roads boards; I have
pointed out that those most in need
at present are the people in the agricul-
tural industry, and my vote will always
go to the assistance of the people who
most require help. Several suggestions
have been put forward as to how the
Government may mend affairs. I am
particularly concerned, because no one
likes to see the country drifting. Hon.
members have pointed out that economies
might be affected, and I hearken to that
suggestion and support it. But those
members have always asked that econo-
mies should be effected . elsewhere
than in their own electorates; whilst
condemning the Government for expendi-
ture in other electorates they demand
more and more for their own. I suppose
we have all done it at times, but we get
hatter sense as the years go by- If the
Government have to effect economies we
cannot expect the roads board subsidy

that was paid in the past, we can not ex-
p~ect the railway facilities which we en-
joyed in the past, and we will have
to put uip with other inconveniences
or, alternatively, pay for the con-
veniences. The Governmepnt introduced
a measure which met with my com-
mendation, namely, the emergency tax.
To-night I heard the member for Wagin
(Mr. S. Stubbs) say that members of
Parliament should reduce their own sal-
aries, I amn quite prepared to make that
sacrifice, but I would ask heon, members
what better means of making a sacrifice
was ever introduced into the Rouse than
that provided in the emergency tax, uin-
der which every person in the community
Would have paid according to their ability?
Some may talk of large salaries, but
every penny I get I put back into the
country. At the same time I am pre-
p-ared to subject myself to somne incon-
'-enience, and r think the best that could
be done would be the passing of a general
taxation measure.

Mr. Allen:, The electors did not think
So.

Hffoil, NI. F. TROY: Only iii the metro-
politan area.

Mr. Allen: A very important propor-
tion.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I adimit it. It is clear
that the electors in the metipooitan area
turned downi the proposition, but in my
own electorate the mainers-who received
no consideration from the past Parlia-
inent or from this , every measure for their
assistance having been promptly turned
down-were quite prepared to come for-
ward and p-ay the tax, although they
could not see what they were to get froln
it. it is a remarkable fart that every
mining electorate returned its member
practically unopposed, and everyone of
those members advocated the emergency
tax. The miners, even though their wages
will not go as far as wages earned down
here, are pirepared to pay their share
uinder the emergency tax for the good of
the State.

Mr. Wansbrotigh: The majority of
thiose electorates are pocket boroughs.

Hon. MI. F. TROY: And there are
others. In my opinion the emergency tax
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was the best measure which could have
been acepted by the country. It meant
that every person would have to pay his
share.

Mlr. Allen: They called it a war tax.
Hon. M. F. TROY: It does not Matter

what it was called.
Air. Allen: Yes it does; that is where

tile Government made a mistake.
Hon. M. F. TROY: I should be sorry

to thin~k that it was turned down because
of its name. Take thle York electorate.
The people there opposed the tax because
they thought it was a general deficiency
tax. Of all the people of the State they
were crying out most for help. They
rejected their old Liberal member be-
cause the Liberals did not give them
sufficient. The first speech the new
member for York (Mr. Griffiths) made
in the House dealt with the woeful
position under which the people in his
electorate -were labouring, and pointed
to their absolute destitution. Yet not
one of themn would have been taxed under
that Bill-because they had nothing
to tax-while others would have been
taxed to help them. Where, then,
was the logic in their attitude ? That
measure was the alternative of economy.
Since it has been turned down the
Government will have to exercise rigid
economy until better times come along.
In regard to any proposed increases of
salaries, whether justified or not, I
cannot give them my support, because
it is not the time to be giving increased
salaries to anyone. I think that no
Government has any possibility of se-
cturing the passage of any measure
of taxation while thle other House is
constituted on its present basis. 'While
we are in the position that we desire
to secure extra revenue, the Federal
Government can come in every time and
exploit every avenue of revenue. And
the worst feature of it is that while. we
are labouring under great difficulties and
should have the opportunity of handling
our own money for developmental pur-
poses in our own country, our own Parlia-
ment will not pass taxation measures, but
the Federal Parliament passes them and
takes from this country the money which
should be used here in the development

of the country. And that will become
more and more pronounced as the years
go on, because, while the money is here
and the Federal Government want it,
they can get it, while we, who also
want it in order to cary on the affairs
of the State in the manner which the
people would desire cannot get it. A
similar reply might have been made to
the remarks of the member for Swan
(Mr. Nairn) last night when he con-
demned the Premier for allowing the
Federal Government to come into com-
petition with our Savings Bank. The
same thing occurred here, Lecause the
Federal Government has the power
and we cannot say them nay. If we
had the power in this country we might
have forestalled the Federal Government
and initiated our own State bank. If
the Federal Government could do it
we could do it-of course not on such
a large scale probably-but we did not
do it. Consequently, another Govern-
ment came in and established their bank ;
and every year, as time goes on, the
Federal Government will continue to
exploit our resourcs. As I have already
said, I attribute to the failure of the
agricultural and pastoral industries the
present depression in this State. I
am not blaming the farmers or the
pastoralists-but it is a fact staring usa
in the face. I am hopeful, however,
and it has been the experience through-
out Australia,, that tines of drought
have been succeeded by unprecedented
years of prosperity, and now that the
drought has broken up in the pastoral
areas, I anticipate that it is the beginning
of the end of the drought in the agricul-
tural districts. I have had 18 years
experience of the Murchison and during
that time we had 10 successive good
seasons, during which I have seen wheat
growing and maturing at Mount Magnet.
During the whole of that time the
conditions in the agricultural industry
were prosperous, but people had to
go out into new districts, which they
were encouraged to do by the good
seasons, and they struck a bad cycle of
years. I am satisfied that the day will
come when the people now farming
in the eastern agricultural areas will be
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porously. I believe the good years
will come back again, that we will tide
over our difficulties, but in order to do
so we must all make some present sacri-
fice. The only alternative to economy is
increased taxation. Let me remind
members that in the year 1902-3 the
State of Victoria had an accumulated
deficit of £3,250,000. That was during
a period of bad seasons, Victoria's drought
years. At that time Victoria was
not contributing to a sinking fund for
the redemption of loans. Therefore,
there was not as large a set-oft as there
is in the case of the Government here.
In 12 years Victoria had wiped off that
deficit entirely during a return of
prosperity. It has been suggested that
the deficit has been contributed to
by State enterprises. Of all the States
of Australia, Victoria is the one least
inclined to embark on State enter-
prises, such as we have in Western
Australia, and yet this year, after only
one year of drought, Victoria estimates
a deficit of one million sterling. One
would hardly expect that in Victoria,
because that State hias had the advan-
tage of 10 good years; the farmers have
become established there-here our farm-
ers are not yet established. If Victoria
is to have a deficit of one million as the
result of one year's drought, Western
Australia cannot be in such a bad way
with a deficit of one million after four
years of drought. I am prepared to
go as far as any man in this House to
hotp the agricultural industry because
the establishment of that industry means
national preservation. We must have
an agricultural industry for the good of
the State itself. If the State cannot
support an agricultural industry it can-
not become permaaently prosperous and
will have no future.

[Mr. McDowall took the Chair.]

Hon. MW. F. TROY; I am pre-
pared to spend the last penny mn
helping the agricultural industry
but I would ask representatives of
that industry that they be reasonable

also and assist the other industries -when
those industries require it. I have
heard it said frequently in this House
that the Government should run their
business on business lines, that a business
system should be introduced into all
departments. Yet inmnediately that
principle is suggested to be put into
operation there is a protest against
it. That lies been my experience in this
House over the last I11 years. lImmedi-
ately Government attempts to insist upon
business conditions and business methods
such as a business house would adopt,
there is a howl of protest. Personally
I do not anticipate that the time will
arrive in this State, or in any other
State, when the. Government will be
able to do anything on business lines,
because when we get down to hard and
fast business meothods the people inane-
diately demand more lenient conditions.
Take as an illustration the Perth trams.
Before the Government acquired the
trains the company carried on its business
on business lines, and insisted upon a
3d. fare, and they insisted also on ether
business conditions which the Govern-
ment have been forced to forego later
on. Immediately the Government took
over the tramns the people demanded
that the Government should give more
and more concessions, and if the fares
were brought down to-morrow morning
further demands would be made. I
have seen all sorts of demands made
on the Government. The Government
are asked to take risks which no business
house would take, and -while such
conditions obtain no Government can
run their business on business linos,
because the people themselves would
prevent them from doing so. In my
opinion, too, there is too great a tendency
in this State to lean on the Government.
People pro claim it from the housetops.
In regard to every proposition brought
forward, it is suggested, "LoLt the
Government do it." I hope the time
will come when every member of Par-
liament will deprecate that attitude-
I read in the newspaper only yesterday
that a demand has been made upon the
Education Department that the services
established there permanently and pros-
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of those teachers who were taken on
temporarily should be retained at any
cost. Those teachers came into the
Education Department on a temporary
basis. They were engaged at a time
when the State was in need of teach-
ers and now that there are sufficient
young teachers turned out with the
necessary qualifications those temporary
teachers have to go. But the demand
is made that they must not go, that
the State must see them through. It
is a fact that these teachers are
married women. In my opinion when
a man marries a woman he should be
man enough to keep her, and not expect
to send her back to work. The husbands
of some of those married teachers in our
schools are engaged in different business
houses, and also in the Departmenxt of
Education. The comedy of this is that
when a teacher in the Education De-
partment gets married she is given
a married retiring allowance, and after
a brief honeymoon raturns to the depart-
ment. Ina this House we should take a
stand. When officers have justice on their
side we should stand to them but when
they have not justice on their side we
should not. I again say that I believe
there are good times in store for the
State in the near future, and I believe that
hon. members will set their minds to the
task of assisting Parliament and the
State over its difficulties. Now that the
drought has broken in the pastoral areas
I trust that we shall1 have a return of
good seasons, that the drought in the
agricultural areas will have been broken
by next year and that Western Australia
is about to enter upon an era, of uin-
precedented prosperity.

Airt. MULLANY (Menzies) [9-45]:
In listening to the debate it appears
to me there is only one subject upon
which unanimity exists amongst hon.
members -on all sides of the House, and
that is that the position of the finances
of the State has become serious and
that something must be done to stop
the drift or square the deficit. Many
and varied suggestions have been made
by members on all sides of the House,
but I think that none of the suggestions
have got anywhere near the root of the

trouble. The nearest solution yet sug-
gested was made by His Honour the
Speaker, whose speech I listened to with
a considerable amount of interest, and
who said that the only possibility of
squaring the finances of the State was
in the hope of getting a good wheat
season in the coming year. I believe
that is undoubtedly the case. We, in
this State, are in the position that the
whole of our future prospects depend
upon our getting a good return to
normal seasons throughout Western Aus-
tralia, or else that we may possibly
be fortunate enough to find a new
goldfield in the State, which is not by
any means outside the bounds of possi-
bility. It is remarkable that during
this session we have heard little or nothing
with regard to the mining industry
in this Chamber. A etraniger in the
gallery would never grasp the idea that,
although we have a great agricultural
industry in the State, and though this
State turns cut a tremendous amount
of marketable timber every year, and
although the gold yield has been de-
clining for some years past, during the
last financial year the cash value of the
output of gold of Western Australia
was worth more than half the cash value
of the combined output from every other
industry in the State. The figures,
I believe, are that gold was responsible
for 52 per cent. of the cash value of the
output in Western Australia, whilst the
rest of the industries combined were
only responsible for 48 per cent. As
a member representing a goldfields
coustitutency-and I think I am speaking
for every one of my colleagues from
the goldfields in 'this Chamber-I say
that we take no exception to a con-
siderable amount of discussion taking
place upon the agricultural industry in
this Chamber. We recognise what this
industry means to the State, and un-
fortunately we also recognise the pre-
carious position in -which that industry
has found itself during the current
season. His Honour the Speaker, in
addressing the Committee just now,
pointed out that we must look for a6
return to normal seasons before we can
hope to have our finances on a reasonable
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or sound basis. Many suggestions have
been made. Members representing this
now political force, which has come
into being lately, namely, the Country
party, and members of the old Liberal
party, or what remains of it, have all
pointed out that something must be
done, but when they are asked to say
what should be done few of them have
any suggestions to make. If they are
asked if the present Government made
a mistake when they raised the wages of
the lower paid employees in the different
State departments, from 8a. to 9s. a
day, they say that is quite right, but
if they are asked if they will reduce
wages to-day to endeavour to decrease
the deficit they say they do not want
to reduce them, If they are asked if in
their opinion the Government are follow-
ing the right track in reducing or stopping
subsidies to municipalities and roads
boards, they say " No, the subsidies
must be kept up." Every member who
has spoken so far will hear nothing of
any retrenchment that is going to affect
his own constituency. He says rather

"There is; something wrong about a
suggestion of this sort, about anything
that will take from my constituency
and from the people whom I represent.
Let the other fellow's constituency
suffer." The absurdity of this position
must be apparent. A stand must be
made, and some attempt brought about
to stop the deficit. It has also been
suggested by these two great statesmen,
representing respectively West Perth
(Mir. Allen) and North Perth (Mr. Smith)
particularly and also the member for
Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs), that members of
Parliament themselves should take the
first step, and that they should reduce
their own salaries-

Mr. Allen : Do not you agree!
IMr. MIJLLANY: And that it will serve

as a good example to those outside.
I am prepared to agree with those
gentlemen to this extent, that I would
submit to taxation to quite as high a-n
extent as anybody outside this Chamber.
I am certainly, however, not going to
support any motion to directly reduce
the salaries of members of this Chamber.
I am prepared to support taxation pro-

posals which will tax the man earning
an amount equal to the salary per year
of a member of Parliament in the same
way as the man who happens to be
a member of Parliament. There are
hundreds, in fact thousands, of men
in the State to-day-

Mr. Allen: A member of Parliament
does not work all the year round.

,r, MVLLANY:; That is so. The
hon. member happens to be in a position
that he can go down to his business
in St. George's-terrace and come up here
after he has done his usual day's work
if it suits 1dm to do so.

Mr. Allen:; Why do you not do so ?
Mr. IHLLANY:- If it suits his

convenience to go elsewhere he does so.
Mr. Milen:- Why do you not do so ?
Mr. MUILANY:- I am not in a

position to do this. I represent a
constituency which takes me a day and
a hal to reach from Perth, and my
time is so occupied in attending to the
affairs of my constituency that I am
not in a position to enter into any
business such as the lion. member
does. The hon. member would find this
out if he attempted to represent a far-off
goldfields constituency. There is abso-
lute justice in the claim that members
of Parliament shouild support taxation
proposals, and make sacrifices on the
same basis as every other person in the
State.

Mr. Allen : We are taxed all right.
Mr. MULLANY: Take the position

of the highly paid mine managers
throughout the goldfields. Every one of
those gentlemnen is receiving exactly the
same salary to-day as ho was receiving
before the war broke ont.

Mr. Allen: How do you know?
Mr. MULL.ANY : I know mnany of

those gentlemen, and I have not heard
one of them complain about any re-
duction.

Mr. Allen : They never complain.
Mr. MULLANY: I say they have

not. complained about any reduction.
I am quite prepared to say I believe that
every other member on this side of the
House would support any reasonable
taxation proposals that may be brought
forward. When members opposite are
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asked if they are prepared to agree to
this, they say " No " because they do
-not feel disposed to tax those who are
in a position to bear the taxation. I am
of opinion that all members en this
side of the House would agree that
taxation proposals must be resorted to
in order to restore the finances of the
State to their old position. On a general
discussion such as this, a very wide
range of subjects is dealt with. We have
had the State steamships dealt with,
the agricultural implement Works, the
brick work, and on this last named
industry it has been rather amusing to
hear members complain that the brick
works are showing a loss before actually
they are in a position to sell a single
brick, and before they have begun work
in any shape or form. Do hion. members
expect them to show profit before they
are in a position to carry on business?

Mdr. Thomson: Why claim that they
have reduced the price of bricks before
they have actually started work.

Mr. MULLANY : The member for
Hannaus (Air. Munsie) gave a very clear
and explicit explanation in regard to
the point raised by the member for
Watanning. He told that hon. gentleman
that, if hie was desirous of his doing so,
he would produce doctumentary evidence
to prove his statement. What more
does the hion. member want ?

Mr. Thomson : I can produce decu-
rmentary evidence to show that they have
not reduced the price.

Mr. MlULLANY: This brings me to
a few other remarks which have been
made to-night. We had a lengthy
speech by the hon, member covering
a wide range of subjects.

Air. Allen: It was a good speech.
Mr. MULLAINY : It was a good

speech to the extent that there was
one little grain of common sense in it.

Mr. Thomson: That is good.
M 1r. $1ULLAXY: I think members

of the Country party will agree that
it is a very poor sample of chaff indeed
from which, after carefully silting a ton
of it, you cannot get a grain of wheat
amongst it.

Mr. Thomson:- You cannot refute the
figures I have given.

Mr. Allen: That is goldfields chaff
you are referring to.

Mr. MTILaA2IY: I am niot going to
be put off the track by interjeetionis.
The member for Katanning made a6
suggestion that the Government should
remove the absurd restrictions which
which will not permit people outside the
rabbit-proof fence to market any rabbits
they are fortunate enough to kill.
I have never been able to understand
why these restrictions were placed there'
but they have been in existence for many
years past. I think that the Minister
for Agriculture should well consider
that question and do away with the
restrictions. Why they were ever framed
I do not know. We know that the rabbit
is a most prolific animal, and, if given
a chance, it will over-run good country
and become a serious menace to the
settlers. I do not think that even the
previous administration was responsible
for bringing in a regulation which inferred
that dead rabbits were going to be a
source of danger. The Government will
do well to consider this suggestion of
the member for Katanning. A matter
referred to by the member for Swan
(Mr. Nairn) is that of the State Savings
Bank. I th nk this position in regard
to the State Savings Bank was ably
dealt with by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. B. J. Stubbs)., I would like to say
that this present absurd position in
regard to the State Savings Bank
between the two Governments should
be ended in some way or other. It seems
an absurdity to go out to either in a
goldfields or an agricultural district,
and find one State Savings Hank con-
trolled by the Federal Government,
and in the same township another
controlled by the State Government.
Here we have two institutions seeking
to carry on the same business, owned
by the same people and in direct com-
petition one with the other. I am not
saying to-night who brought it about.
It has already been fuly explained
what the Federal Government did.
No one knows better than the member
for Swan the strong Federal feeling
which exists in Western Australia. When
the Federal Government decided to go
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nto the State Savings Bank business
they certainly had the support of the
people of Western Australia.

Mr. Nairn: Do you support the
proposal7

Mr, MULLANY: I do not care
who runs the Savings Bank, so long as
this present position between the two
Governments is done away with. I
recognise, and so does every other mem-
ber in this Chamber, if he will but
speak his honest convictions, that it
would be nonsensical and almost suicidal
on the part of this State to endeavour
to compete against the Federal author-
ities if they say they are going to con-
tinue to run a Savings Bank in Western
Australia. We have no chance of com-
peting against them under the circumn-
stances. Members opposite have often
spoken about conducting State business
on business lines. No business mian
would feel disposed to compete against
such a powerful rival as the Federal
Government. They would have no
chance of being successful.

Nfr. Taylor: A powerful rival dos
not justify this sort of thing-

Air. M1JLLANY: Does the hon.
member think that heo would have a
ressonable chance against themn? The
only thing I want to say is that if the
State Savings Bank is handed over to
the Federal authorities, a reasonable
and business-like agreement should be
made between the two Governments.

Mr. Taylor:- It is no credit to them.
Mr. M1JLLA4Y : The interjection

of the hion. member is no credit to him.
1 am expressing my own opinions, and
I am as competent to do so as the hon.
member for Mt. Margaret. I am not
going to be put off my arguments by
these interjections.

The CHMIRMAN : If the hon. member
would look at me he could be sure of
protection.

Mr. Mt'ULLANY: I hope to see a
sound business agreement made between
the two (Iovernments, and this present
absurd position ended.

Mr. Taylor: How could you make
a good sound proposition if people hold
out the mailed fist. at you ?

Mr. IUCLLADJY: The hon. member
will have an opportunity of saying
something if he so desires ; and I trust
he will have some good sound business
proposition to bring forward.

Mr. Taylor: If I have not, I shall
have sense enough to keep quiet.

,'Mr. MULLANY:- We have no means
of opposing the Federal Government.
It has been interesting, and in a measure
pleasing, to note that the majority
of members realise the difficulties uinder
which the Government are struggling
to carry on ; but from this statement
I have explicitly to except one member,
natnely the member for Northamn (Ron-
,T. Mitchell). That gentleman in his
usual style, when speaking on thcss
Estimates, proceeded to criticise and
almost to ridicule the business ability
of the Goverment-or their want of
business ability-anid harped on "the
continually growing deficit." Now, if
there is any oneo man in this Chamber
more responsible than another for the
growth of the deficit, it is the member
for Northam himself.

Mr. Allen: Nonsense!1
Mr. IWILLANY:- I will give my

reasons for making that statement.
Mr. Allen:- The Speaker said the

deficit was caused by the bad seasons.
Mr. MUJLLANY- I remember some

eight or nine years ago, just about
the time when the discovery was made
that Western Australia could grow wheat
in quantities sufficient to justify a large
development of thle wheat groxving
incustry, the then Minister for Lands
(Mr. Mitchell) toured the goldfields
and visited every small township on the
goldfields as well as the large centres,
bringing along with him maps showing
the estimated rainfalls of the various
districts and the quality of the land
in the various districts--beautifully illus-
trated and coloured maps. He did all
he possibly could to induce men to leave
the goldfields in order to take up land
in the ag2ricultural, areas. I distinctly
remember a statement made by the
then 'Minister for Lands that the terms
which the Government of Western Aus-
tralia were prepared to eive were better
than any other Government in the world
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had ever given. He went on to say that
very little capital would be required,
that, indeed, the Government would
supply the capital, although of course
it would be bettor if the person embark-
ing on agricultural pursuits had a little
capital of his own- The hon- member
also said that previous farming ex-
perience was not necessary, because the
Government provided experts who would
be in a position to advise new settlers
as to the best methods of farming for
any particular holding. He was success-
ful in inducing hundreds of the best
class of goldfields residents to leave
for the agricultural areas--men who
had some little capital behind them,
men who were largely instrumental in
keeping the public batteries going. The
hon. member persuaded those men to
leave the goldfields in order to take up
land in the Eastern agricultural areas.
In what position do we find those men
to-day ? WAJe find that through the
misleading statements and maps which
the then Minister for Lands had put
forward-I do not wish to say, inten-
tionally-those men have been deceived.
Certainly the rainfall records which the
hon. member produced have not been
borne out by events. However, hun-
dreds and hundreds of goldfields residents
were induced to settle on the Eastern
agricultural areas ; and to-day we have
the representatives of those men in this
Chamber asking for more and more
State support with a view to maintaining
the men on their holdings. They were
men who, had they remained on the
goldfields, would have been producing
wealth all the time ; they were men
who worked small shows of their own,
or else worked in the larger mines and
received good wages. While on the
goldfields they were contributing to the
revenue aDl the time. When they left
the goldfields for the agricultural areas,
there was of course a bit of a flash in the
pan by reason of the capital they brought
with them. Their capital helped to
swell the revenue of Government de-
partments, and to boom private enter-
prises generally. The money of those
men was expended, and to-day we find
thorn practically stranded on their hold-

ings. Either the Government must now
continue to stick to those men, or the
men must walk off penniless. I venture
to say as regards 9.5 per cent. of those
settlers from the goldfields, for whose
departure from the goldfields the member
for Northam was responsible, if .they
could get back their holdings ard a very
very little for the labour they have put
in, they would be only too pleased to
return to the mines and try their fortunes
once again on the fields. However,
I trust that this will be the last of the
bad seasons, and that the State will
speedily see a revival of prosperity not
only in the agricultural areas but also
throughout the goldfields. Amongst
other suggestions which have been made
for securing increased. revenue was a
fairly definite one from the member for
Bunbary (Mir. Thomas). That lion.
member said it would be well for the
Government to consider the possibility
of increasing railway fares and reights
throughout the State. He suggested
that a small increas should be made in
each passenger fare, and that an impost
of 6d. per ton should be imposed upon
all goods carried on the railways. Cer-
tainly, the hen. member qualified this
suggestion to somne extent by stating that
it would be well to have an expert to go
into the matter with a view to obviating
anomalies which might arise in carrying
the suggestion into effect. The sugges-
tion involves a&.question of principle-.
whether any Government have the right
to endeavour to obtain increased revenue,
which is really equivalent to increased
taxation on the people, when Parliament
itself has declared that there shall be
no increase of taxation ? It has also
to be pointed out that even the small
impost of 6d. per tan an all goods carried
over the railways would make a con-
siderable difference to some large com-
panies operating in this State. I refer
more especially to certain mining com-
panies which use large quantities of
firewood. Some of them are extremely
profitable concerns, and well able to
pay the suggested impost ,but there
are others struggling on with a very small
margin of profit, or none at all ; and
if thle suggestion of slie'member for
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Bunbury were adopted it would press
equally on the profit-earning company
and on the company carrying on without
any profit whatever. I may instance
a mine in my own district, the Menzies
Consolidated Mine, near Menzies-a mine
which for the last twenty years has
never employed less than a hundred
men at a time. That mine uses 500
tons of firewood per month. The com-
pany had never in its history been able
to declare a dividend until last Novem-
ber. I am pleased to say that at the
time I have mentioned the company
found it possible to declare a 6d. dividend
-the very first dividend in twenty years
of continuous hard working. I do not
think the member for Bunbury would
maintain that it would be fair to tax
companies such as this on exactly the
same basis as, for instance, the Great
Boulder or the Golden Horseshoe, or the
other wealthy mining companies on the
Golden Mile. I consider some other
method must be adopted if we are to
make any sort of proper attempt to
square the State's finances. The member
for Bunbury also made an observation
to the effect that he thought it was
high time for the people of Western
Australia to learn to live within their
income ; and he proceeded to give the
old ilustration which is usually advanced
by a man in a good position, a man whose
personal expenditure frequently runs
into more than would keep the average
man with a wife and a family. The
member for Bunbury said that a man
must live within his income, that if
hijs income is £3 a week and he is spending
£2 l~s. per week, his financial position
is sound and healthy ; but that 'if while
earning £3 per week he spends £3 Is.,
there is nothing but disaster ahead of
him. The member for Canning (Mr.
Robinson), as perhaps might have been
expected, heartily endorsed this ob-
servation ; and the member for Canning
went on to say that the people of Western
Australia must learn to live within their
means, and that he agreed with the mem-
ber for Bunbury as to its being an
advantageous thing for people to be
brought up with a round turn, so that
they might become seised of the necessity

for living within their means. We
frequently hear people talk about
economy in some such fashion as this,
"If a man's income is reduced to a
certain extent, he must economise;
cut off some small luxury or some large
expenditure, as the ease requires, which
he can do without." People in different
stations, in order to practise economy
of this sort, must adopt many and
varied expedients. For example, Lake the
case of a man in a good position, who has
perhaps been in the habit of taking
a trip around the world or to the Old
Country every two or three years. He
says to himself, "Mly income is not
now quite up to what it used to be,
and I must econoinise ; therefore I will
cut out this trip which I have been in
the habit of taking." Another man may
say, " My income is not what it used
to be, so 1 will got rid of my motor car,
which I have had mostly for my own
use." I may remark that I personally
am at the present time practising the
same sort of economy. I have deter-
mined that if ever my income will permit
of may running a motor car, I will drive
it myself and thus do away with the
need for a hired man- Again, another
man finding his income reduced will
decide that his wife must do her own
housework, dispensing with domestic
aid. Another man in the same circum-
stances decides to reduce his consumption
of whisky by one or two nips per day.
Yet another man might, say, " I will
reduce the number of cigars I am in the
habit of smoking ; or, if I continue to
smoke the same number of cigars, I will
go in for a6 cheaper brand ; and thus
I shall be economiising." In this way -we
come right down to say the navvy, or
the miner, who may decide to do without
the customary pint of beer at the close
of the day's work. All these economies
can be effected without anything in the
nature of heavy sacrifice. But when,
finally, ive come down to bedrock, to the
man who in this State is working for
89. 9d. per day and has on those earnings
to keep a wife and a family of say four
or five or six, I want to know from these
gentlemen who preach economy and
living within one's incomne, how that

1202



[3 FEBRUARY, 1915.] 10

man is to economaise and lay by some-
thing for the rainy day which we are told
is bound to come ? Are they going to
assert that the man on Bs. 9d. a day with
a. family to keep has a certain amount
to spend out of which he must provide
for a rainy day, even if he lays by only
the merest trifle per week ? Would they
suggest that if the child of such a man,
in imitation of Oliver Twist, dared to ask
for more, the father should refuse the
child more food, in order that he might
be enabled to put by a trifle of money T
In such circumstances, I contend, any
man fit to assume the responsibility of
rearing children would prefer not to
lay by, but give his family adequate
nourishment and suitable clothing and
the best education he can possibly
obtain. I give credit to the man who,
in the circumstances I have suggested,
says, " Before laying by for a rainy day
as I would like to do, I must see that my
wife and children have fair and proper
conditiona'" It is easy for men in good
positions to talk about living always
within your income, but there are very
many-indeed, I wvill venture to say this
applies to the great majority of. people
in Australia, and even throughout the
world-who live simply from hand to
mouth, and whose earnings never exceed
an amount that will with moderate
comfort carry them on from month to
month. I admire the man who saves
and I do my best to encourage saving
but I do not like the tone in which the
member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
treated the subject of saving. Un-
doubtedly there are some extravagances
going on in this State, more particularly
in the metropolitan area. I refer now
to the absolute surfeit of horse racing
which is carried on in the metropolitan
area, During the Christmas holidays
in one week from Monday to Saturday
there were no fewer than nine race
meetings in the metropolitan area. I
would lie hon. members to say if
they do not consider that this is going
too far with something which might be
a desirable institution. I believe it is
becoming absolutely necessary for the
Government to take some action in.
this matter. It is not right that the

people should be allowed to run riot
in regard to racing. We have also
trotting meetings two or three times a
week.

Hon, R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Red hots.

Mr. MULLANY: Yes, red hots, as
the Honorary Minister, who perhaps has
better knowledge about these meetings
than I have, prefers to call them. I
am not taking exception to the way
in which they are carried on. What I
am taking exception to is the Surfeit Of
racing. We have in the first place
the Western Australian Turf Club, the
leading racing institution of the State,
and then there is the Trotting Association
in Perth. We have also what are called
unregistered clubs and various pro-
prietary clubs. Of the latter thore is
the Helena Vale, the Canning Park
and Belmont Park. I would like to see
legislation brought in to make it im-
possible to hold more than one race
meeting in the metropolitan area in the
-week. I do not want to interfere with
private enterprise or vested interests
in such a way as might do an injustice
to one body and confer perhaps a benefit
on another, but I would be prepared
to allow these various institutions to
conduct race meetings in turn, and not
more than one meeting should be held
each week. I have read that the effect
of such a course would be to squeeze out
some of the smaller bodies. If this were
effected I think it would be a benefit
to the State. When some other member
was speaking on this matter tie other
night some one interjected that the
effect would be to do away with the
bookmaker. I do not know what the
answer to the interjection was, but 1
am going to declare that if I had the
power I would do away with the book-
maker altogether. I believe that the
totalisator is by far the better method
of investing money on horse racing or
on gambling, as it ought to be called.
It would, I believe, bring in a con-
siderable amount of revenne which would
be of benefit to the Government in times
such as the present. But I am not
advocating this course entirely from a
revenue producing point of view, so
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much as for the benefit of the peopie of
the State generally. I believe every
country member, at any rate the gold.
fields" members, know of many men who
come down for their Christmas holidays
after having spent the year or the
greater part of it in the back blocks,
and their first thought is to go to the
races. If they are successful on the
first day they keep on going, and perhaps
a limited few may be able to hold their
own. The majority, however, may go
out on the first day and the odds, as the
member for Leonora (Mr.i Foley) pointed
out the other night, are about 1,000 to
one against them making anything on the
first day, and having experienced a loss
they proceed to the trotting meeting in
the evening and somewhere else next
day. It has been my experience to
meet these people Christmas after Christ.
mas. They attend the race meetings
and go bask to the country without
having had a holiday at all. I would
like to refer also to the disgraceful
spectacle of young boys of from 12
to 15 years of age attending trotting
meetings and investing their money on
the totalisator or with the bookmakers.
It is a disgrace to the people of Western
Australia that such things should be
allowed to go on, although'the average
youngster who has the temerity to go
to the racecourse knows as much and
perhaps more than the older habitues.
That sort of thing should be stopped.
I kndw several boys who make a practice
of going there on every opportunity.
The Ooverniaent would be wisely advised
to go into this matter and in the approach-
ihg session to introduce legislation with
the object of bringing that kind of
thing to an end. There would be no
trouble in passing such legislation be-
cause support would come from all
sides. As usual in connection with the
Estimates the civil servants have had
a little overhauling. They usually do,
but they appear to thrive on it. On
this occasion, however, additional in-
terest has been lent to the subject by
the remarks of the leader of the Country
party. That lion- member said that he
had a bitter experience of the civil
service during his term of office as

Treasurer eight or ten years ago. I
think I have heard all Ministers who have
occupied Ministerial positions say they
are not satisfied with the way in which
the Public Service Act is being ad-
miniistered, that they have not the
power that M1inisters should have, and
from the remarks which have been made
by the member for Irwin (Mr. Jas.
Gardine-) we gather that that gentleman
agrees with what has been said. I do
not intend to take up much time en
this subject to-night, but as members
are probably aware the Public Service
Commissioner was appointed some years
ago with a view of doing away -with
political patronage and influence in
connection with the appointment of
public servants. That was the under-
lying idea when that official was
appointed. As the Minister for Mines
remarked the other evening, like other
attempts' at legislation this 'has been
little more than a pious wish. I believe
political influence does exist even to-day,
but I am sure another thing exists
which is quito as undesirable, and that
is departmental influence. By that I
mean chat friends of heads of depart-
ments or friends even of the Commissioner
himself can get preference over others
which they hare no right to secure.
It seems to me an anomaly that a Minister
should be in charge of a department
and that he should have no power to
remove a servant whom hie considers
an unIsatisfactory officer. I was very much
interested in the remarks of the Premier
the other day, when an interjection
was made by the member for Irwin.
The Premider said, "~ Give me the power;
my hands are tied, I cannot move in
the matter." If the Premier is sincere,
and I have no reason to doubt his
sincerity in this matter, he should bring
in a Bill which would give him the power
that he asks for, not only for himself,
but for succeeding Governments. The
Premier was given a definite promise
of assistance by the leader of the Country
party and by members of the Opposition.
The Premier surely does not expect
a private member to introduce a Bill
such as this. If he is sincere, and I
believe he is, it is his duty to go into
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the matter and submit a Bill which will
have the effect of remedying the existing
state of affairs. I do not desire to eay
any more about this matter just now
except to refer to the manual workers
and other employees in other Govern-
ment departments whose hours of service
have been reduced to 44 per week.
At the same time I would refer to many
members of the civil service occupying
highly paid positions, and many of
whom have outside interests which
return them even more than they are
being paid by way of salaries. These
people should be asked to accept re-
ductions. Will any hon. member say
also that some of those gentlemen could
not be spared an hour or two from their
departments ?1 The member for Leondra
the other evening drew attention to the
fact that quito a number of them absent
themselves from their offices even with -
out leave. The man who is employed
as a manual labourer can always be
dealt with, but the privileged class, the
civil service, apparently cannot. True
they have been contributing to the
war fund, but the men employed in the
mines are also paying in 2k per cent. to
the war find. I understand that a
great number of the members of the
civil service are becoming tired of con-
tributing to the war fund, but it should
be the desire of all to assist in carrying
out a proposal so that every one should
be obliged to make Borne sacrifice to
help the State out of its difficulties.
There is another matter which usually
cuases. a great deal of discussion, but
it has not been touched on to any
extent during the debate on the Esti-
mates. That is the question of contract
and day labour in connection with
Government construction works. A-s
every one knows, memabers on this side
are pledged to the day labour system.
From my experience since I have been
a member of this Chamber, the attempt
to carry on that system has not been
as successful as the merits of it deserve.
There are varicus reasons for this and
one, and not the least, is that many
engineers, overseers, and supervisors
are not in accord with the system, and
are not giving of their best to endeavour

to carry it out. It is well known by many
members who have been about the
metropolitan area where work has been
going on in connection with the sewerage,
that gangs of men have been held up
for days awaiting for material to arrive,
Undoubtedly the fault may be due to
the organisation. I am not blaming
the men there.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We should be able to sack
the supervisor.

Mr. MU-LLAXY:- Certainly, but under
the present Public Service Act the
Minister has not power to do that. It
is necessary thst some change should be
made, and while I am going a little
further I am not going to endeavour to
place all the blame on the supervisor.
Unfortunately some men, not all by
any means, employed on the day labour
system on C overninent construction work
do not seem to be prepared to give a
fair day's work for the day's wages they
receive. I am making this statement
after due consideration.

Mr. Taylor: Can you assign reasons
Mr. 1WULLAIWY: Yes. It is well

known throughout the departments that
amongst the tradesmen on a, public
works job where a large, long, thick
wall was in course of construction the
bricklayers were laying only 400 bricks
a day. Those men are not giving either
the Government or the day labour
system a fair deal when they do such
things as that. I believe 800 to 1,000
bricks per day on a straight wall is re-
garded as a fair thing. I know this has
occurred, and if necessary I can and will
say where, but I do not desire to do so
at this jutncture. Not only the brick-
layer, but other sections of the workers
are so restricting their output. It is
not through laziness that those men are
doing this, but through a mistaken idea
that if at a certain period there is only
a given amount of work, by restricting
their output they will spread the em-
ployment over a greater number of
men and so be the means of increasing
employment. I have heard professed
students of political economy make
this statement and attempt to de-
fend it as being sound.. There is,

1205



1206 [ASSEMBLY.]

however, no more mistaken or mis-
leading idea entertained by any body
of men, no idea better calculated to
hinder the progress of any country than
is this. It will absolutely kill the prin-
ciple and, moreover, will kill the moral
qualities of the men who are doing this
sort of thuing. I will probably be criti-
cised for having made these statements,
but I know that the practice is going on.
I believe every member will agree in
this, and for the honour of the Labour
party I say we were never behind such
men, and I trust we mover will be. The
man who does, that sort of thing and is
not prepared to give a r~asonable day's
work for a fair day's -wages is just as
big a danger to the community as is the
sweating omployer who desires to get
more than a fair thing out of his emn-
ployees. I am saying that advisedly,
and I believe that in speaking in this
strain I am doing the honest thing by
my party and by the State generally. I
believe Ministers will agree that the time
has arrived when a firm stand should be
taken in these matters, for the sake
of the day labour principle itself and for
the honour of the men responsible for
carrying on the Labour Government of
Western Australia to-day. I do not
wish to give other instances, but there
are others, and many of them, which
could be brought forward if it were de-
sired. In Conclusion, I wish to say a
little about the goldinining industry of
which we have not heard so much in the
House lately. I appreciate the ad-
ministration of the present Minister for
Mines, and although there may not be
much mining spoken of these days, I
know that any reasonable proposal to
the MXinister has always had fair con-
sideration. We have had splendid rains
throughout the goldfield areas during the
year, and there is every probability of
an abundance of horse feed out there
during the coming winter. We have
numbers of men unemployed in Perth
to-day, many of whom have had gold-
fields experience. I believe it would be
worth the consideration of the M1inister
to devise some plan under which these
men might go out on the goldfields
areas and be provided with rations 'while

they do a little prospecting. It would
be to the best interests of the men- They
would feel more manly and have a better
spirit than if merely going along daily
for their couple of free meals in Perth.
There is the possibility, too, that some
of these men would be successful. I
know that such a scheme would have to
be carefully worked out, because liable
to abuse, but we have in every gold-
fields town Government mining officials
of one sort or another who could exercise
a certain amount of supervision over
men so employed. Further than this,
in every goldfields town we have men
who have followed prospecting for the
past 15 or 20 years. Unfortunately
they have not always been successful,
but still they are battling along. ft
would be wrong to allow any of these
men to be starved out of the industry
to-day. Perhaps it would be well if the
Minister considered the practicability
of providing at least rations for those
men who would still continue their
occupation of prospecting. With every
other member, I trust we have seen the
last of the dry seasons in WAestern Aus-
tralia, whether in the pastoral areas,
the agricultural districts or the fruit-
growing localities, that this year we will
have a thumping good season, and that
before the close of 1915 the war will be
over and a new era of prosperity dawning
on the State.

Mr. GIRIFFITHS : I miove-
That progress be reported.

Motion negatived.
Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [10- 38]: I

have listened to the debate witha great
deal of interest and have been pleased
to find so many different ideas expressed,
some of which should discover to the
Treasurer pearls of wisdom which will
enable him and us to co-operate in an
attempt to get out of the mess we are
in and justify the words of Addison-

'Tis not in mortals to command
success,

But -we'll do more, Sempronius;
we'll deserve it.

I do not want to get on to the personal
note, but I must protest against the
statements and innuendoes thrown out
by the member for Northam (Hon. S.

1206



1207[3 FEBRUARY, 1915.)

Mitchell) who declared that he envied the
Premier his newly-found admirer, the
member for Irwin (Air. James Gardiner)
and said my leader was an apologist for
the Government and had offered excuse
after excuse for the various acts of
fstupidity committed by the Government
and was willing to condone every offence
of the Government ; and further he
doubted whether all the members of the
Country party were in accord with him.
The hon. member is wrong and also
unfair. There are matters on which we
as a party do not see eye to eye with the
Labour party. There are things past
and gone of which we strongly disap-
prove, but my leader publicly stated that
these things do not enter into our cal-
culations while under the shadow of the
awful catastrophe which has overtaken
the civiilised world. We have to find
a way out of our common trouble, break
down party lines and bring out any
sparks of patriotism within us. As my
leader stated, the position calls for the
best that is in us, and if we do not give
it the sooner the 50 of us are turned out
to make room for others who will, the
better it will be for the State.

Mr. Wansbrough cal led attention to
the state of the House ; belle rung and
a quorum formed.

Mrx. GRIFFITHS : The member for
Northam conveyed the impression that
some sort of unholy alliance existed
between the member for Irwin and the
Premier. There are others of his way
of thinking who point to the awful
depravity of the leader of the Country
party. He was, actually in the Premier's
company-

Mr. Taylor : Mr. Chairman, I draw
attention to the fact that the hon. member
is reading his speech.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not supposed to read his speech ab-
solutely, but as he is a new member I
will be as lenient as I can.

Mr- Taylor:- I do not mind him having
copious notes.

Mr. GRIF'FITHS: The member for
Irwin was actually in the company of
the Premier at Augusta and committed
the dastardly crime of riding in a car with
him, and I believe he even drank ginger

ale with him at the Yallingup Caves.
It has been said we are a joint in the
Labour party's tail. Because the Min-
istry have been fair and have honestly
tried to overcome the troubles of the
primary producers, the member for
'Northam would have us kick away the
ladder which the Government are trying
to place to enable the primary producers
to climb out of the mud. In regard to
the attitude of the leader of the Country
party, we are with him to the last ditch.
As units of the party we have some
thinking apparatus left yet, and although
some people infer that we are being led
by the nose, we have sufficient brains
to think for ourselves. In regard to
our great bugbea~r, the deficit--

Mr. Taylor : You are the cause of it
and ought to know all about it. I

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for
Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) quoted figures
to show that the State is not receiving
an adequate return for services rendered.
Well, figures can be made to prove any -
thing even without being faked. I could
quote examples, of excursion fares, in
the old country that would blow the
hon. member's arguments to ribbons.
I join -issue with him in the statement
that the railway accommodation here
is superior to that in the old couIntry.
On the other hand, the hon. member
certainly made out a good case in sup-
port of the proposal that something in
the direction of a slight increase in rail-
way charges should be made to improve
our financial position. Take the for-
tiliser rates, which were below what they
should have been. The rates were raised
to what members considered a fair thing,
and the same course should be adopted
in connection with passenger fares. If
charges of this kind were properly
adjusted much revenue could be ob-
tained without seriously hurting any
one. I agree with the proposal that the
State should control the totalisator
and the matter should receive con-
sideration by the Government. The
Works Department have done some
extraordinary things-not altogether
through the fault of Minist-ers-which
have resulted in much money being
wasted. In a certain district 26 miles
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of road was cleared by the roads board
for which a grant was received from
the Government. Sometime ago a party
of men appreared on the scene and pro -
ceeded to clear a second road a few foot
away from the original one. What the
reason was, I do not know, but the roads
board member interested proceeded to
interview the foreman and pointed out to
him that a road already existed, and asked
why a siecond road was being made.
He said be did not know, but that if hie
was not satisfied he should get in touch
with the authorities down below. He
did get into touch with the authorities
and some sort of excuse or explanation
was sent back to the effect that the
first road was put either on the right
hand or the left hland side-at any rate,
it was not put in the right place and
another road had to be made. Now
there is the pleasing spectacle of a read
26 miles north on the one hand, and
having travelled that, if one desires a
change of scenery, he may come back the
26 miles on the other side.

The Minister for Works: Where is
that ?

Mr. GIRIFFITHS:; North of Baandee.
I was relating that to a friend living
not far away, and he told me of one
Or two other incidents which had occurred
mn that district. He told mue of a well
being sunk a little -way from his home-
stead, and he took mue up to show it
to me. On one occasion, seeing a tent
in the distance, he went to investigate
'and found there a party of men who had
not yet started work, but were awaiting
the arrival of their tools. He asked them
what they were going to do, and was
informed that they were going to sink
for water. He was very pleased to find
out their intention, as he had expended
a good deal of money himself searching
for water in the district, and was glad
to find that there were some signs of
water being found. That party sunk
for 40 feet, and then one day the tent
and the men disappeared. That 40
feet of bore is there to-day and no water
in it, except what has run over the side.

The Mlinister for Works: How long
ago wVas that I

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is about two
and a half years ago since I was there.
On the road between Doodlakirie and
Baandee there is a section of the road
which is almost impassable for heavy
traffic, and it was suggested to build
a causeway. The brainy individual
placed in charge of the work did not
onsult any plan to ascertain where the
railway fence was to come. He simply
went straight ahead with the work, and
the result was than when they railway
fence bad to be erected it became neces-
sary to build another causeway on the
outside. Coming along that same road
I struck a party of men at work widening
and otherwise improving the road, and
a couple of hundred yards further on
I encountered a team of horses drawing
an Oliver plough. I inquired of the
owner of the adjoining homestead why
it was that a gang of men were
doing pick and shovel work when there
was a team and plough available. His
reply was, " For heaven's sake don't
say anything about it or they will get
the job done too quickly." I do not
blameQ the Minister in charge f or these
things so much as the supervision, but
I do think that many of those works
taken in hand by the Public Works
Department couldd be carried out very
much better and more profitably in
the country by the local roads boards.
In the East Avon district the roads
boards have attempted to overcome their
difficulties by getting settlers to cut
out their rates by accepting work. I
have been asked to approach the Minister
mn regard to road board prants and
municipal grants, and I have been told
that funds are not a~vailable. Tn times
like these, one feels that it is really
not fair to worry Ministers by endeavour-
ing to induce them, even with the idea
of trying to make oneself a popular
road and bridges member, to do works
which he knows it is not possible for
them to undertake. In my district,
where there are several new roads
boards, many of the settlers have had
this season little or no income, and it
presses heavily en them. However,
they, in common with other sections
of the community, will have to take
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up their share of the white man's burden.
There is one subject I know members
would like to hear brought up. It is
the State steamers. I have nothing
particularly to say in condemnation of
the policy, but more in regard to that
beautiful ship "Western Australia."
I am not out to condemn this enterprise,
but I should like to ask the Premier why
hie keeps on this hulk which has long
since outlived her usefulness.

,'Mr. Bolton: You buy her ; there
is your answer.

,Mr. GRIFFITHS:- The vessel cost
originally £39,000, and there has since
been spent on her recently £12,000.
She stands in the books of the depart-
ment to-day as worth £67,000, and
would probably realise less than half
that amount if she wvere sold nov.
Shipping men do not know what trade
she would suit. She is a worse pro-
position even than a wheat farm, be-
cause with a wheat farm you have a
chance. The Premier claims that this
vessel is to-day worth more than she
was when she was bought. She should
be worth more, for £20,000 has been
spent on her since she was purchased.
She has made a lose on nearly every
trip, and the Government admit a net
loss on her of £13,000 in twelve months
ended 30th June last. That figure should
be fL7,000, because the cost of the
annual overhaul has not been charged.
The loss on this vessel has been for the
year 1912-13 £22,800, and for 1913-14
£C17,000, or roughly £C40,000. If the
Government continues to run her the
sum will mount up to £100,000. Ex-
perts assess the present outside break-up
value of the vessel at £20,000. This
boat is decidedly a losing proposition.
I have the figures here, of her Port
Darwin trip. She required 1,000 tons
of New South Wales coal, or 1,002
tons Of Colie coal in her bunkers to make
that trip, and carried 400 tons of cargo
although this was only on her outward
trip. She consumes 40 tons of coal
daily, and her pace is roughly 11 knots
an hour. She will earn about £3,000,
and costs £4,000 a trip, and therefore
miows a loss of £1,000 a trip.

Trae Minister for Mines: She is a
fa'st boat.

Mr. GRIFFITHS . Something should
be done. The position so far as that
boat is concerned is absurd.

The Minister for Mines: The Russians
may want her back shortly.

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- There is another
little matter concerning her. A little
while ago she went on her annual trip
to the Eastern States. She is built
on rather narrow lines. During a light
breeie on this occasion she got a bad
list on, and, some of her portholes being
open, she took in rather more water
than was consistent with safety. Her
captain and her engineers however,
stuck to her like Britons, and by super-
human efforts got her out of danger and
saved her that she might continue her
merry career in helping to swell our
deficit. So far as the civil servants
are concerned, the question of retrench-
ment is made altogether too much of
a political one. I do not say that certain
hon. members are trying to pose in a
particular light in order to curry favour
personally with the civil service. For
my own part I have hosts of friends in
the civil service-in fact one of my
own sons is there. It is not likely,
therefore, that I should be considered
as an antagonist towards them. If
retrenchment has to be brought about,
let us not for Heaven's sake, be hyper-
critical over it-granted that it has
become necessary-but let us all take our
share in any unpopularity that may
accrue as a result of any measure that
may have to be passed in connection
with it. Let fair play and saneness of
judgment be the chief dominating
characteristics in such action. Let all
members of this Chamber and of another
place consent to a reduction of their
salaries. My ideas en this subject were
cast some six or seven days ago. Let
them consent to a reduction of their
salaries for a start. This seems to be
the popular idea to-night, and it has
been my idea from the beginning,

The Minister for Minest We wi
transmit it to another place and ask
for their concurrence therein.

Mr. GBIFFITHS ; Let all take their
stand, not only Ministers, but heads of
departments. Let us start at the top
and go right away down to the bottom.
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The Minister for Mines: Oh not that
is unkind.

Afr. GRIFFITHS: Let us work
downwards and let us try to be fair.
Members are inclined to treat this matter
as a joke.

The Minister for Mines: Oh no,
it- is far too serious.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Perhaps members
think that there is nothing to be serious
about, because they are hoping that it
will not come to pass.

Mr. Bolton:- We tried it, you know.
The Minister for M5ines:- You do not-

know the privations that we sufere
here for a few years.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am certain that
the sensible and thinking part of the
public service will be content and
patriotically willing to bear their f air
share of the burden. If there is to be
any condensing or merging of depart-
ments let any spare officers be placed in
any of the new branches that are being
started.

The Minister for Mines: That is an
idea..

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not like
the Minister's sarcasm. I did not corns
here in order that the Minister should
make fun at ray expense. I carne here
to give my ideas. If hon. members
think anything of them let them take
themn at their value without being
sarcastic. There is no doubt that a
lot of supervision will be required in
connection with the putting in of the
wheat crops this year. There is, I
believe, already a number of officers who
have been taken away from the Lands
Department, and, I am told, placed
in the Farmers' Assistance Board Office
where their services are being utilised.
Se far as the reduction of hours in the
railway service is concerned, if every-
body is to participate in the present
effert those employed in this service will
also have to play their part. I know
they will act in this matter as the rest
of us do. It is hard sometimes to get
people to think on somewhat broader
lines than is ordinarily the case. One's
own troubles have a happy knack of
looming up and hiding every-thing else.

N Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): That is the trouble.

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- Since we first
sat here on the 13th November of last
year I have travelled 1.600 miles through
my electorate, and only last Saturday
and Sunday I was in the heart of my
constituency. I found that already a
cheerful and optimistic spirit was assert-
ing itself amongst the settlers, and that
the probable help that was promised
by this House was having its effect
upon them.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): By the Government.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I think the House
had something to do with it as well
as the Government. The help that is
likely to be forthcoming is spurring
them on to renewed efforts. On every
hand they had a feeling that they were
putting their troubles behind them,
and were looking forward once more to
a, good season. Take for instance, the
people around about Kellerberrin. There
are shrewd business men there who are
fully seized with the prospects of the
comning season. Mr. Patterson, for ex-
ample, of Kellerberrin, is putting in
2,600 acres. He is one of those shrewd
business men who has a little capital
and has the courage of his convictions,
and hie is putting his good solid gold into
employing other people to cultivate and
sow his land. Another gentleman who is
going in extensively for cropping is
Mr. M. A. McCabe, who is putting in
1,600 acres. There are also many others
who are patting in every foot of ground
they can.

The Minister for Mines: Is that an
increase on last year ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, in the cases
I have mentioned.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is not this the
Mr. Patterson -who owns a gold mine ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Yes, and he has one
of the best holdings around Kellerberrin.
He isi putting his money back into
the land and has great faith in the
country. In the cases I am speaking
of the men who arc putting in such large
areas of crop are men who have capital
and can afford to do it. In view of
this drought, coming. as it has on top of
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several rather doubtful seasons, there
seems to be a tendency on the part of
people to hold the view that the farming
industry is done, and that the district
I san speaking of, at all events, is an
unsafe one and no good. But from
the men -who have capital down to
the men who are struggling, and who
have very lit le capital-some having
none at all, and having to go to the
Government for assistance-all are look-
ing forward optimistically to the future.
The rains we have had lately have
been of a monsoonal nature. During
a recent visit to may electorate I ran
into a storm in which 61 points of rain
fell, although it is true that this rain
only covered a small portion of the
country. But rains have been falling
all over the country and the weather
seems to have completely broken up.
The lead is one which the Government
have been endeavouring to follow in
giving assistance to men on the land,
I have heard it admitted in this Chamber
that a bold developmental policy should
be pursued by the Government.

The Minister for Works: I suppose
you are aware that the policy we are
following now-

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am about to
scratch the backs of the Government,
and so I hope the Minister for Works will
keep quiet. The bold developmental
policy I have in mind is that outlined
by the member for Bunbury (Mlr.
Thomas) when speaking of the South:
Western district. The men on the land
to whom I refer, having gone into the
industry as they have, are showing their
faith in Western Australia, and thereby
giving a lead to the Government, who
have followed that lead. For my part,
I maintain that the bold developmental
policy which will give us the quickest
returns is the policy we have adopted
already.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: For the last
three or four years.

Mr. GRIFflTHS: Such a policy is
most likely to give us speedy returns.
Next, I propose to read a newspaper ex-
tract bearing on our prospects for the
coming year-

Nearly six months of the greatest
war known in the world's history
have passed, and in this great clash
of arms it will be interesting to re-
view the effect that this great world
conflict will be likely to have on
the maim product of our Eastern
Districts-wheat. It is a matter of
more than passing moment to the
farmers in view of the fact that,
whilst the wheat production of Europe
will certainly diminish, the demand
must increase. Consider the vast
armies engaged in the present war,
their capacity for destruction ; the
fact that immense quantities of food-
stuffs will be deliberately destroyed
when a retreat has to be made by
either army. In tbeir advance into
the invaded country, captured grain
will be wastefully used. Prussia, the
great centre for producing wheat,
rye, and oats, will probably be the
greatest sufferer as time goes en. As
an instance of deliberate destruction
(to hark back) one has only to call to
mind the destruction of foodstuffs at
the evacuation of Antwerp. In Wes-
tern Europe the calling to arms to
fight or help in some form the mnilitary
operations must seriously dislocato the
agricultural operations, and, as a
matter of fact, along both battle fronts
all such work must be at a standstill.
The great wheat-growing areas of
Hungary are on the great plains across
which Russia's victorious troops may
shortly be trecking. 'Russia's wheat-
growing country borders upon Gxer-
many's border. The coming and
going of troops and the wild war
rumours must have the effect Of
staying operations--the farmer, much
in the dark as to what is going On,
will be overshadowed by the fear of
the ebb and flow of the conflict, and
will probably strike his holding. The
seed time for Northern Europe is
November, and it may reasonably be
stated little will be sewn in East
Prussia, Hungary, Belgium, or on the
French frontiers ;and the withdrawal
of so many millions of the pirimaary
producers will result (where crops are
put in) in badly prepared ground and
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consequently poor crops. More than1

haIl the world's wheat is grown int I
Europe, and 40 per cent. in the couutriesj.
at war. The vast quantities normally,
produced by the nations at war can
be judged by the 'following figures:
Russia in Europe 461,000,000 bushels,
France 319,000,000 bushels, Austria.
Hungary 213,000,000 bushels, German
Empire 133,000,000 bushels, Balkan
Peninxsula 77,000,000 bushels, Belgium
13,000,000 bushels, United Kingdom
55,000,000 bushels-Total, 1,271,000,000
bushels. Twelve times as much as the
greatest harvest ever reaped in Aus-
tralia. In spite of this stupendous
prqduction, Europe's net imports aver-
age no lees than 244,000,000 bushels
per annum, all except Russia and
the Balkan States being importers.
The more one thinks it over the
surer becomes the conviction that
prices must be high. If the out-
side countries can so increase their
output as to make up the deficiency,
(which is very doubtful indeed) this
may have a tendency to hold prices
back. But those countries who will
be exporters to Europe-the 'United
States, Canaoda, Argentine, Australia,
and India-may reasonably look with
a cheerful optimism to next year's
sale of their wheat. In all past Con-
tinental wars, normal prices have not
been reached for years after peace has
been concluded. A large shortage in
European production appears inevit-
able next season, and that on top of a
short crop for 1914 will make the posi-
tion very critical at the beginning
of 1916, when the next Australian
harvest becomes available. The
farmers, the Government, and the
financial institutions should co-oper-
atively endeavour to get every possible
acre of crop sown. The monsoonal
disturbances have been rife, and those
have resulted in fine rains-sectional
'tis true, in places-but on the whole
fairly general, and indications point

-to a good season- In spite of all the
well-authenticated (?) reports from New
York (manufactured in Germany) of
how well Germany is managing for
her foodstuffs, it will be quite reason-

FV able to suppose that a dearth must
he beginning to be felt, and the pinch

* Will get more severe as the days go
on. When peace is declared it will
he a very pinched and hungry Ger-
many that will want her garners re-
plenished. The moral is:, " Get every
Possible acre of ground thoroughly
well worked and seeded, and cheerfully
await the gifts the gods may give
us-',
Mr. E. B. Johnston - Please give the

name of your authority.
MrI. GRIFFITHS - The authority is

a Victorian wheat expert.
Mr. E. 13. Johnston:- What is the name

of the paper ?
Wr. GRIFFITHS - The Eastern Re-

corder. A great deal bes been said
about spoon-feeding of the farmers. As
an old-time goidflelder, I am bound to
say that we on the goldields in the old
days had plenty of spoon-feeding. Let
hon. members bear in mind the amount
of money lavished on the goldlfields in
the early days. We now in the wheat
belt are simply going through the same
stage of adolescence as the goldflelds
passed through in the days gone by. I
venture to predict, also, that the destiny
of us who are now on the wheat belt
will be much the same as that of the
Victorians; and Victoria, is, for its size,
one of the greatest exporting countries
of the world at the present time. Let
hon. members realise the amount of
traffic derived by our railways from the
*agricultural areas during last year, and
then ask themselves whether my con-
fidence is mnisplaed. The traffic from
the agricultural aieas last year corn-
prised 12 million bushels of -wheat,
62,000 bushels of flour, 200,000 tons of
hay, 17,000 tons of potatoes, 1,655,681
bushels of oats, 167,915 bushels of barley,
208,738 gallons of wine, and 25,403 tons
of fertiliser, besides the whole of the
fruit that was grown. One of the produce
firms in this city states that it paid rail
freight to the amount of £22,274 be-
tween tht, 1st November, 1913, and the
30th June, 1914, and delivered many
trucks of produce on which railage was
paid by the buyer. The French wheat
exporter, Dreyf us, paid £10,000 last
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year. Hon. members consider that they
have been getting a good deal of late
about the people on the wheat belt-
enough to bore hon. members to death.
That gets on m-y nerves. I will give
an instance of what living in the back
blocks and being spoon-fed means. Last
Christmas I was at Wadderin and Emu
HI, and there I struck an old man who
had been to Mount Arrowsmith, a dis-
tance of 115 miles, to cart his water. The
residents there were carting their water
over distances of 11 to 15 miles. Some
of them bhad been on their holdings five
or six years, and during the first two
years they had been obliged to cart
their goods as much as 60 mniles. Hon.
members may have wondered why I
was rather urgent in my advocacy of the
Yillimining-K~ondinin iailway, but they
will cease to wonder when they learn
that these settlers are still distant some-
thing over 20 miles from railway com-
munication. Next, on the snbject of
spoon-feeding, I will relate an incident
which came under my notice at a place
called Wolyaling. Arriving at the home-
stead of Mir. Hughes, I noticed that he
had added to his plant a windmill. I
said, " This is an addition." He said,
"Yes; a very big addition." They had
sent away for the windmill and they had
to take it 40 miles to the farm at We!-
yaling. When- the windmill was erected
it was found that a part was missing and
that it was necessary to send away fo.- it.
It was obtained and then the services
of a fitter had to be secured and he too
had to be taken over that great distance
to the farm. Altogether to erect that
windmill it was necessary to make
journeys covering a total distance of
400 miles. When we find settlers havin
to cart water over 15 miles and when
they have not a blade of feed or grain of
wheat, we must recognise that these
people must possess stout hearts if they
ex-pect to be able to carry things through
to a successful issue. I was sorry to
hear the member for Subiaco refer to
the farming industry in the language
be used. I give way to no memnber in
regard to my feelings-I might almost
call them of affectionk-towards the
goldfields. I spent some of the best

years of my life on the goldields, having
lived there for eleven or twelve years,
and we as a party are prepared to do all
we can to forward the interests of the
people there. The representatives of
the goldfields are helping us to get mea-
sures through and we are grateful to
them for that assistance. We have had
put before us suggestions in the direction
of increased taxation, increased railway
rates, Government control of the total-
isator, that members should bring about
a reduction of their salaries, that heads
of departments should suffer a reduction
of hours, and that the s.s " Western Aus-
tralia" should be cut off the service. In
a multitude of councillors there is wisdom
and I trutst something will be done in
the direction of seriously taking in hand
some of these important questions.

Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Why do you want to cut out
the steamers?

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- It is that par-
ticular hulk the " Western Australia"
which is losing so much that I want to
cut out.

The Minister for Works: She is not a
hulk ; she is a good ship.

Mr. GRIFFITHS:- It would be better
to scrap her and cut the loss.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why scrap her ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Then send her
home and sell her in the best market.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Why send her home when
we can sell her here?

Mr. GRXFFITHS : Then sell her here.
Progress reported.

BILL-PUBLIC SERVANTS.
Returned from the Legislative Council

without amendment.

BILL-LUNACY ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Message received from the Council
agreeing to amendments Nos. 2, 3, and
5, also to the first portion of amendment
No. 4, but disagreeing with Amendment
No. I and to the second and third portions
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of Amendment No. 4, and agreeing to
Amendment No. 6 subject to a maodifica-
tion.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE.
Returned from the Lsgialative Council

with requested amendments.

House adjourned a 11 -E2 p.m.

legislative Council1,
Thursday, 4thi February, 1915.

PAO .
Qetione Mlnniab River bar..............1214
MIA : Supply (No. 2), R468.2?0,i. ...n. 1214

Municipal 0orpontiois Act Amendment. BE. 1214
Control of Trade in War Time Amendment.':report.'nage......................1214
Vermin. Boards Amen Iment, 2a............1211
Dividend Duties Ant Amendment, 2K.. Corn 1225
Blackboy and Zam nk Palm License. 2a., Coin. '227
Lienusinie Act Amendment. 2ns., Cam. L. 1 286
State Children Act Amendment. ILa ......... 1236

Motion: Land and Income Tax. Act, to amend 1232

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3.0 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MANDZRAH RIVER
BAR.

Hon. Ff. P. COLEBATCHO asked the
Colonial Secretar~y: 1, Is it the in ten-
tion of tile Government to take early
step~s to reopen the river bar at Man-
durah 2, Is it a fact that according
to an official estimate the work can he
done for £5001 3, Are the Government
aware that unless the work is done
forthwith it may mean-(a) the tern-
r-orary destruction of the important
fishing industry at Mandurab; (b) the
ruining of 'Mandnrah as a holiday re-
sort for the coming autumn; .(c) the
imperilling of the health of the resident
community?

The COLONIAL SEC1?.;TARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No. To be effective a con-
siderably greater expenditure is neces-
sary, which, with the first flood, would
lbe rendered useless, 3, (a) Not aware.
(b3) No; but even if it were so there are
works more deserving than holiday re-
sorts, upon which the money could be
better expended, (e) No.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READINSG.
1, Supply (No. 2) (U4,S,270).
2, 'Municipal Corporations Act Amjend-

ment.
Passed.

BILLr-CONTROL OF TRADE IN
WAR TIME AMENDMENT.

lReport of Committee adopted.

BILL,-VERMIN BOARDS
AMENDMENT.
Second Beading.

Debate resnmed from the 27th Jant-
nary.

Hon. Sir E. H_ WITTENOOM
(Northi) 13.65]: I regret that I was ab-
sent -when the Bill was introduced. H-ow-
ever, I have since read the Iimistcr's
speech in Bansurd, and I find lie placed
the Bill 'very clearly, though very
briefly, before. the House. Little or no
exception can be taken to the measure.
It introduces very little newv legislation,
confirming rather what has been done in
the past, an d validating many illegal ac-
tions of the vermin board. The Act was
first introduced when Parliament had
very little experience of such measure%,
and therefore alterations and amend-
ments have been found necessary. These
are included in the Bill, as well as
clauses to validate actions of the board
whieh may not have been in accordance
with the provisions of the Act, The
chief of these amendments enables the
Government to impose interest at five
per cent. when any rate has remained
unpaid for a period of three months.
That period is rather short, and I in-
tend to move iii Committee to make it
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